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YacTb nepBas

NIECHOW BOr

A HuKorga He Bepwn, YTO YenoBeK MOXeT ObITb OAMHOK B 6OMbLLIOM ropoje.
HaBepHoe, NOTOMY 4TO HMKOrA4a B TakoM ropoae He xun. iaganeka MHe Ka3anocb, YTo
cbexaTtb OT ogMHOYecTBa MOXHO. M 6exaTb OT OANMHOYECTBA HY>KHO UMEHHO B
ctonuuy. CTOUT TONbKO OKYHYTbCSI B TONNY, YCIbIWAaTb NOCTOSAHHbLIA BU3I MaLUWH,
OCnenHyTb OT MUralLLMX HEOHOBbLIX OFHEN cynepmMapKkeToB. M cnpATaTbcst HAKOHeL,-TO
OT OMHOYecCTBa.

A 1 NOHATUS He umen, YTo 34eCb, B OrPOMHOM ropoje, OANHOYECTBO eLle bornee
cTpawHoe u ewwe 6onee 6esHagexHoe. BoipBaTbCca U3 Hero ropasgo TpyaHee. lNotomy
4YTO UM 3apaxkeHbl Bce. JTa BONe3Hb TOYNUT NMOOEN U3HYTPU, XOTS B 9TOM HUKTO HE
npusHaeTca — Aaxe camoMy cebe. Bce cyeTaTcs, MeyyTcd, HarpyxatoT cebs
NCKyCCTBEHHbIMK 3aboTamu, npobriemamu n genamum, 60aTca cBOOOOHBLIX MUHYT,
NOTOMY YTO He XOTHAT OocTaBaTbCs ¢ coboto HaeamHe. N npusHatbes cebe B
oauHoyecTBe. VIMEHHO B 3TOM LUYMHOM MHOMOMUSIMOHHOM MypaBenHUKe sl NOHAN, YTO
ropog — cam no cebe ognHo4Ka. M Kaxgpli YernoBek B HEM Takke OONHOK.

Ecnu 6bl MeHs paHbLUe cnpocunu coBeTa — rge MOXHO Mo-HacTosweMy nobbiTb
ogHoMy, 9 6bl HaBepHsika 6e3 pasgymun oTBeTun: Ha npupoae. CerogHs s1 6€3 BCAKUX
COMHeHU nocoBeToBan Obl CHATbL KBAPTUPKY B CTONULE, XXenaTernbHO Ha KakoM-
HUBYAb MHOrOMAHOM NPOCNEKTE UNKU C BUAOM Ha Lwocce. U NoXuTb Tam napy-Tpomnky
AHen... N Bce. bonblie Gbl y MEHSI COBETaA HE crnpalumMBanu.

Beab Tonbko TENepb S NOHUMAalD, YTO Ha NpUPoAe OANH He BbiBaelb. [oTomy
4YTO NpMpOAa He OCTaBnNsAeT Yyernoseka ogHoro. MNMpupoaa ymeeT 3agaBaTb BOMNPOCHI U
OoTBeYaTb Ha HNX, OHa YMeeT cnyLwaTb U ymeeT noHnmaTb. B necy o6a3atensHo
BCTPETULLb Kakoro-HMbyap 3abnyamslieroca rpubHuka. Y oH HenpemMeHHO NOCUAUT C
TOBGON y KOCTPA, BbINbET «MNO NATbAECAT» M NOCyLIAeT TBOK UCTOPUIO 06 yaayHom
(Mnun He o4yeHb yaadHon) xu3Hu. nn pacckaxeT cBoto. Tonna He crywaeT UCTOpUA n
He pacckasblBaeT ux. Tonna nogen Mano oTnMyaeTcs OT MeXaHUYeckoro ctaga
MaLLMH. Te Xe Joporu, Te e CBETOdOopbI, Ta e CymMacllealada crneLuxa...

Takne mpayvHble MbICNN HarHana Ha MeHs BecHa. Ee npuxop B ropoge s
BocrnpuHuman 6onesHeHHo. [la n Boobue — pasBe 3TO BECHA?

£ cupen y okHa 1 NycTbiMU rasaMmy CMOTPEr Ha NPOCMEKT, KOTOPbIN YTHOXUN
rpsA3Hble MaluHbl. 10 MecuBy M3 NOYEpPHEBLLUErO CHera n BYyepaluHero mycopa 6oapo
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Laranu rpsidHble 60TUHKM 1 canorn. Ha npoxXoXux ¢ Kpbi AOMOB NOCTOAHHO NUINCH
MYTHbIE€ CTPYWKM Tanown Boabl. O6neanas BOpoHa ycenacb Ha NOAOKOHHUKE W
BbI3blBaloLLe KapkHyna. Ee HepBHbIM KpUK cTan nocnegHemn Kkannen Moero oT4asHus, n
s, CXBATUB KeMKy, BbICKOYUIT HA YIULY U CIIWNCSA C TOSNOKW, AyMasd, YTO Tak MHe CTaHeT
nerye. Jlerdye He ctano. Pasee 4To oTBEN AYyLUlY, NOPYraBLUNCL C KAKUM-TO
ASIMHHOHOCBLIM MYXXMKOM, rpy60o CTONKHYBLUMM MeHS B Ny>Ky. OH HanoMuHan BOPOHY, U
MHe 3ax0TerioCb BbICTPENUTb B HErO U3 poraTku, XOTS poraTtky g He Aepxan B pykax
Aaxe B paHHeM JeTcTBe.

M B kKOTOpPBIV pa3 a9 NnovyBCTBOBanN cedsi KUNnnHrosckum Mayrnu, nonaswunm B
YyXObI 1 BpaxXaebHbIN MUp, KOTOpbIN BCe Bonblue n 6onble HeHasuaen... Yto X, s
caMm 3acnyXun To, 0 YeM Tak JOSIro MeyTasn B CBOEN JIECHOW CTOPOXKe, cuasa y
packaneHHOW NeYkn u NPUCyLWmMBasCh K webeTy NTuL 1 WyMy MHOFOBEKOBbIX COCEH. A
nosly4ymn 1o, 0 YeM 3Han JiMLb NOHachbIWKe — U3 ra3eTHbIX cTaTen, BONTOBHU CBOEro
ManeHbKOro YepHo-6esoro Tenesn3opa u No pacckasam cryyvyanHbiX NPUESKUX.

A 6pen, noHypuB rosioBy, No4 MOPOCALLUM OOXAEM U AyMari, Y4To Tam, B
OCTaBfIEHHOM, Tenepb TakoM JanekomM, MoeM Mupe gaxe BecHa gpyrad. M Bctpeyan s
ee no-apyromy.

OHa npuxoguna novYemy-To B OAUH AeHb. S pacnaxmean HacTeXb ABEPU
CTOPOXKWU, U Mbl C MOUM BEPHbLIM APYrOoM, COBCEM YXXe CTapbiM NCOM YMXKnKom
Bblberanu Ha KpbinbLo. M conHue, coBcem elle pobkoe, oceeLlano KpoHbl 4ePEBLEB, U
BO34yX, CBEXNI, NaXHYLLNA COCHOBOW CMOSIOMN 1 NpobuBatoWmnMmca novykamm, cémsan c
HOr.

— Hy yt0, Yu-u-xumk! — kpnuan s.

A 5x0 MHe oTBevarno:

— XKuk, XKunk...

— Hy yto0, mon ctapbin gpyxuwe! MNaneHem!

W a5 genan Tpu BbiCTpena B BO34yX U3 HAYMLEHHOro Ao 6rnecka OXOTHUYbLErO
pyXbs. Ykuk pagocTHo nasn. A nTuubl LWYMHO B3reTanu ¢ BETOK, HanomMuHas
MarneHbkne 6ymaxHble CamoneTUKu.

— Hy BOT u Bce, gpyxuLie. HakoHeL-TO npuwwina BecHa. Thbl ee CrbiWnlb?

YmKMK NPUHIOXMBANCS, LLypuUn CBOW y3Kune rnasku u nasan ewle rpomye. OH ee
cnblwan.

B 10 Bpems pbiknin nec Ymxuk 6611 egUHCTBEHHBIM MOMM cobecegHMKoM. To nu
K CTapoCTU Y Hero ctana pacTtu 6opoza, To v OH NPOCTO XOTen nogpaxatb MHe BO
BceM. V1 4 ctan atum Tarotntbes. M BCe Yalle xanosarca eMy Ha OANMHOYEeCTBO, Ha
Xn3HeHHoe ogHoobpasne 1 NycToTy. YKMK CMOTPEN Ha MEHS YMHbBIM B3rnsAoM, YyTb
NPULLYPUBLLXCH U CKITOHMB FOSI0BY, a 1 BCe pa3rnarofnbCTBOBar: Kak 3To Marno, Korga B
XW3HU €ANHCTBEHHbIN 6NM3Knn Apyr — 3TO NPUONYAHbIA PbKUK Nec... TONbKO cenyac
S MOHSAN — KaK 3TO MHOrO.

Umxknka g notepsan Toxe BecHon. OH ywen ogHaxabl yTPOM 1 He BepHyrca. Ero
yXxoZ ctarn nocrnegHen ToYKkom B MoeM pelueHun. PewleHnn yexate. HaBepHO, Ymxnk
NoHUMan 3710, NOTOMY U peLwunn AaTb MHE 3TOT LWaHC.

BnpoueM, mbicnb 06 oTbe3ge 3apoannach y MeHs ropasgo paHbLUe TOW BECHbI.
BoamoxHO, faxe HecKomnbKo neT Ha3ad, Koraa g cuaen y KocTpa, narnkow nepekatbiBas
KapTOLLKY B NOTyXaroLWwux yrisax. Yvkmnk HeTepnenueo 6eran BOKpyr KocTpa u
obnusbiBancs.

— Hy-Hy, notepnu, apyxuiie. Cenvac Mbl C TOOOM KNACCHO OTYXXUHAEM.

A BbITaWmMn N3 prok3aka crienble COMHblIe NOMUAO0PbI, 3eMeHbIN NYK U cTan
Hape3aTb MeNeHbLKNMU POBHBIMWN KyCOYKaMn CBEXee po3oBoe carno, apomMaTHO
naxHylee KopnaHapom.



KWK rpoOMKO 1 3110 3anasn.

— Tbl obHarnen, gpyr, s, Mexay npovmMm, ronogeH He MeHbLue Tebs.

Ho Ywmxuk He ycnokausancs. Ero nan ctaHoBUICS BCe rpOMYe U 3ree.

£ HakoHeL-TO oTopBarcsa OT CBOEro KyJIMHAPHOro 3aHATUSA, NOAHSAB ronosy. U ot
HeOoXnaaHHOCTW B3OpOrHyn. Nepeno MHOM CTOAN HE3HAKOMEL, B Kerke, 3eNeHoN
BETPOBKE N pBaHbIX AXKUHCAX. A MallMHanNbHO CXBaTUICS 3a CTBOJST OXOTHUYBLENO PYXbS.

B BeuepHen necHon TULLIMHE pasfancs 3BOHKUM AeBuYMn cmex. HesHakomel,
BepHee, He3HaKoOMKa CHsNna Kenky u BCTPSAXHyna AAVHHBIMUY NbILWHBIMU BOSIOCaMW.

— Kak cTpalwwHo, — BbI3biBaloLWEe cka3ana oHa. — A 4To, Bbl Obl U BNpsiMb
BbICTpENUNn?

— Tonbko B KparHeM crnyyae, — OT HENMOBKOCTU 3110 OrpbI3HYICS S.

— Heyxenun Tak nerko nanbHyTb B YesioBeka? — npogosikana ApasHuTb MeHs
AeByLlKa.

— Her, 310 Henerko, — cepbe3HO OTBETU S.

— A Bbl OXOTHUK, aa?

A Ha MUHYTY 3agymarncs.

— lMNoxanyn.

— W mHoro Bbl younu megsenen n Bonkos? — [leByLUKa npucena Ha KOPTOYKM
BO31e KocTpa.

— Hwn ogHoro, — oTpesan 5. — Hu 04HOro X1Boro cywecTtsa g He youn, cnasa
oory.

— 3HaunT, Bbl O4EHb MNNTIOXON OXOTHUK, — NPOAOoKana n3geBaTbCsl OHa.

— £ OXOTHUK Ha nogen. Ha Tex, KTo MOXeT NPUYnUHUTL 3110 BCeEMY 3TOMY. — A
obBen pykoun BOKpyr ceba. — K ToMy e 1 04eHb Jaxe XOPOLUMA OXOTHUK, U NOTOMY
MHE He MPULLIIOCh CTPENATb AaXe B NMoaen.

— CTpaHHbIN Bbl KAKOW-TO. M CrMLLKOM CepbEe3HbIN, — B34O0XHYNa AeBYyLUKa.

OHa npucena Ha neHek, cnerka NnoKpbITbI MXOM. YMXKMK NO-NpexXHeMy TUXO
pbl4an Ha Hee n cyeTnueo 6eran Bokpyr. Ho He3HakoMka He obpalyana Ha nca
HUKaKOro BHUMaHus. 370 elle bonblue 3nmno Ymxkuka, Beab ero He 60AnucCh.

— Hy-Hy, ycnokowcs, gpyxuuie. — A cxBaTus ero 3a OLenHUK U CUnon ycagun
Bo3ne cebs. — BoT Tak, cmgeTtb n MmonyaTtb. 34ecb BCce CBOMW.

YMXKMK MTHOBEHHO YCMOKOWICS, XOTS NO-NPeXHEeMY HeJOBEPYMBO norngabisan
Ha He3HaKoMKy. OH He cuuTan ee CBOEWN.

— Bac Bce Tak nerko noHMmaroT — € NepBoro criosa?

— 3pecb — Bce. el nec — TOro n nexb.

[eByLuKa BCTana, BHUMaATESNIbHO OCMOTpPEa NeHek 1, pacCMeSBLUNCH, BHOBb
ycenacb Ha Hero, Bbi3blBatoLLe 3abpocmB HOry 3a HOry.

— W nogn Toxe?

— Jlrogu... MNMoxanyn, HeT... XOoTS 9 Mano 3Hato noaen.

1 OCTOPOXHO NPUHANCSA AOCTaBaTh U3 3051bl MEYEHYIO KAapTOLLKY. YKuMK
pafoCTHO 3aBUMAN NYLNCTbIM XBOCTOM, NPUHIOXUBAsICb K TOPbKOBATOMY 3anaxy 1
06nn3biBasCh.

— Hert, Ymxuk, nepBoe yroweHne — roctio. Tak nonoxeHo. byaete? — A
NoaHsAM rofnoBy M CTan OTKPOBEHHO paccMaTpmMBaTh AEBYLUKY.

BoobLye-To 51 He Mor He npu3HaTbh, YTO OHa bbina kpacuea. Ho kpacmBa Kakom-To
3anporpamMmmMMpoBaHHON, NOMOXEHHOM, NPaBUIbHON, YTO NK, KpacoTon. CNOBHO KTO-TO
3an0Xun Bce AaHHble HOBOMOZAHbBIX XXYPHANoOB B KOMMbIOTEP, KOTOPbLIA B UTOFE U Bblgan
«Ha-ropay» HbIHELWHWI CTaHO4apPT KpacoTbl. bonblime nyxnbie rybbl, packocble CBETIbIE
rnasa, B34epHyTbI HOCUK, ANNHHbIE HOTU U TOHEHbKas dourypa.



— A 3HaeTe, — paccmesinacb OHa, — Bbl TUMWYHLIW NPeaCTaBUTESNb JIECHOIO
BGpaTcTBa — NECHUK Unu erepb. £ Apyroro 1 He NpeacTasnana. Ataku 6opoaaTbin,
OFPOMHBbIN, Crerka HeYKITXUA MY>XUK C 0OBETPEHHbIM NTIMLIOM U FpyBbIMU pyKaMMu.

BoT Tebe Ha! Oka3biBaeTcs, 1 He MeHee cTanHgapTeH. Bnpoyem, B aToM ntoam
Marso OTniMyaloTCs OT pacTEHUN U XUBOTHbIX. Hac nerko MoxHo knaccudpunympoBaTb No
pogam n sugam. Mup o4yeHb Man u He Tak pa3HoobpaseH, Kak 9TO MOXET noka3aTbCs
Ha nepBbIn B3rnga. S aTo NOHAN 4aBHO U UMEHHO 34ecb, Ha nNpupoae. Jlec gaBHO cTan
ANs MEHS MOAENblO HaLWero mmpa. ToT Xe MOKOW U Te e BOMHbI. Te XXe XULLHUKN U Te
Xe xepTBbl... W ropasgo nosgHee, B MHOrOMUIIIMOHHOM ropoe s yéeauncs B cBoen
npasoTe.

A ceinyac 9 paccmesncs, 1 MO CMeX 3aTepsrics B KpoHax npobyxaaroLwmxcs
NepeBbEB.

— Bbl cmeeTecb Hago MHOW? — Hagyna nyxnble rydbl AeByLuka.

— HerT, ckopee Hag cobon. OkasbiBaeTCs, He TOMNbKO 0Au, HO U MbICNK
A0BOJSIbHO cTaHgapTHbl. Mbl C BamMu Takue pasHble, a nogymManu 06 0gHOM U TOM Xe.

— Ara, NOHATHO, 3HAaYUT, Bbl C NEPBOro B3rnsga MeHa pasraganun. M kto xe a?

— Ckopee Bcero, aktpuca, — He pasgymbiBagd, otBeTun . — nn, BO3MOXHO,
MOAESb... XOTS HET, BaM, HaBEPHOE, HPaBUTCS MOCTOSIHHO BO YTO-HMOYAb urpath. Tak,
cenvac Bbl Urpaete ponb 3abnyagmBLlerocs B fiecy NyTHUKA, BHE3anHO BCTPETUBLLENO
MecTHoro abopureHa.

[eByLuKa paccMmedanach U OTKMHYMa ynaBluMe Ha 1o NpsigmM CBETbIX BOSOC.

— A BOT 3TO HEYECTHO, — Kanpu3Ho 3asiBuna oHa. — Bbl npekpacHo 3HaeTe,
YTO 34ecb HaxoauTcsa [Jom TBOpYeCcTBa akTepoB. [103TOMYy HMYEro Bbl HE yraganu, a
NPOCTO 3Hanw.

[a, a9 370 3Han. [NocKosbKy OXpaHAS NecHon 3anoBeHUK U Ans HUX, U OT Hux. U,
YacTeHbKo obefas B CTONIOBOW akTePCKOro naHcuoHarta, HacnyLarnca MHOro
BblCOKONapHon 60nToBHM O Briecke, NnopbiBax, B4OOXHOBEHUN U BypHOWM Xn3HW. PaBHO
Kak 1 0 pasoyapoBaHusix, obuagax n otyasHuun. N To n gpyroe 6b1no MHe vyxao. Beskun
pas, Korga kakasi-HMbyab 3HaMeHUTOCTb (KOTOPYIO S, Kak NpaBusio, He 3Hars, XoTs
AoSKeH 6bIn1 3HaTh) roBopuna MHe ycTanbiM TOHOM: «Bbl 3HaeTe, 4 Bam 3aBuayto. Bero
XWN3Hb NPOXUTb B Necy... BO3MOXHO, B 3TOM 1 eCTb cHacTbe. He TO 4TO Mbil,
rpewHunkn... Bce cyetumces, Tonkaem gpyr gpyra nokTamMu U He HaxoAnM BPEMEHMU
no6bITb 0gHOMY...» A Aymarn, 4To NobbiTb O4HOMY BCerga Hangetcs Bpems. B Takue
MUHYTbl MHE XOTEeNoCb chexaTb OT 3TOr0 HEMOHATHOrO, CyeTNIMBOro, Aanekoro Mmpa B
CBOI MarieHbKYl0 CTOPOXKY K BEPHOMY ApYry YMxKuKy, e QUHCTBEHHOMY, KTO MEHS
Bcerga noHnman. K eanHcTBeHHOMY, KOro NoHUMan 4...

Bnpo4ewm, ecnu 6bITb cnpaBeanvMBbIM 40 KOHLA, TO MHE HPaBUITUCb MHOTNE
obutatenu aToro goma. A C HEKOTOPbLIMW A Aaxe Apyxun. MHe aoBepsanu TarHbl, 3Has,
4YTO Aarblle NIeCHOW CTOPOXKN OHWU HE YWUAYT.

Tak, ogHa npemunasa ctapyluka B 60bLION APKON NaHaMe Kak-TO ckasana, YTo
ee MeJvTa — caenaTb Ansl MeHs KOCToM niecHoro 6ora. OHa 6bina KocTioMepLUEen.
BbiBWwen kocTiomepLuen. N He pas nosTopsna:

— Y Bac npekpacHble JaHHble AN KMHO. Bbl Tak eCTeCTBEHHbI, MONOO0M
yenoBek! Tak npocTbl! Kak cama npupoaa. Beab korga mbl ee CHAMaeM Ha niieHKy, oHa
Hu4ero He urpaeTt. W, kak npaBuno, ee ponb Nony4yaeTca nyylle BCero.

A cmesanca B OTBET M OTHAAHHO KMBan rorioBOW.

— Hert yx, MapuaHHa KnpunnosHa, TonbkoO He kuHO. Moe knHo 3gecb. — A
obBoaun pyKown cBOM 3eneHble BrnageHus. — M Bbl Toxe YyacTb 3Toro mnoma. Mue
3TOro NPeAOCTaTO4HO.



— A xanb, — B3abixana ObiBLIas KocTiomepla. — [fopoa Tak NopTUT Noaen.
OcobeHHo akTepoB. OHM TEPSOT OpMEHTaLMIO, YepecUyp nerko pasdpacbiBatoTcs
CBOMMM MbICNAMU U YoexxaeHnamun. V1 B utore npeBpaLLaoTCsa B KYKONbHbIX
nepcoHaxewn. 3a HUX NPUXOAUTCA AyMaTb U 3a HUX NPUOYMbIBATb XN3Hb. A 9TO yxe
apyrowv teatp...

MapuaHHa KupunnoBHa Oblina eaguHCTBEHHBbIM YENTOBEKOM, OT KOTOPOro MHE He
xoTenocb 6exartb. HanpoTuB, KaXabll rog 9 ¢ HeTeprneHnem oxungan ee npuesga. B
HaLWMX MecTax oHa NosiBfsiNnachb ¢ TOYHOCTbIO 4O O4HOro AHA. B cBOE orpoMHoM apKo-
KpacHon naHame. /I B ee HoOMepe Bcerga kpacoBasicad HenamMeHHbIn bykeT cupenun. OT
MeHs1. Kak n Bce ntogm neca, s1 6bin HEMHOro ceHTuMeHTaneH. M xota He nodun
nomMaTb KyCTbl, 45151 KOCTIOMEpPLUM Aefian UCKIToYeHne Kaxabin roqd. B aeHb ee npuesga.
OT0 Oblfna MOsi CUPEHb, NosbIXatroLasa NbllWHLIMWU KpackaMy No4 OKHOM CTOPOXKU. ATy
cupeHb MapuaHHa KnpunnosHa ocobeHHo nobuna. U Bcerga npyHumManach uckatb
LBETOK B NATb NIenecTkoB B OykeTe, HEM3MEHHO Haxoguna n — no npumeTe —
cbepana, 4Tobbl cObINOCH Kakoe-To XXenaHue.

— Kakas BapBapckas npumeTa, — CcMesniacb OHa NpUriyLweHHo. — A Kak
npuaTHO. W rmaeBHoOe, BepuLLb, YTO TBOE XenaHue obaszaTenbHo coyaeTcs.

— W cbbiBaeTca?

— Bbl 3HaeTe, [laHa (OHa Tak Ha3blBasnia MeHs), Kak HA CTpaHHO, Ha Ballen
CUpEeHN A 3aragblBato OOHO-eOMHCTBEHHOE XenaHue. YXe KoTopbin rog. N oHo
HenpeMeHHo cbbiBaeTcs. Tak 4To bepernte aTy cupeHb. OHa B HEKOTOPOM poae —
MOW TarnmcMmaH.

— A yTO Bbl 3aragbiBaeTe, ecin He cekpeT?

— Cekpert, 6e3ycnosHo! XoTs 1 A0BOSIbHO nNpeackasyembln. Kakoe MoxeT ObITb
XenaHue B moeM Bo3pacte?! K Tomy e npn moem abConoTHOM OANHOYECTBE.

— Ecnun Bac aTo ytewmnt, MapmnaHHa KnpunnosHa, g Toxxe abConoTHO OLMHOK.

— Hy 4To BbI, [laHeuyka. B Bawem Bo3pacTe YyenoBek He GbiBaeT OAMHOKNM,
Aaxke ecrnv OH COBCEM OAVH. Y Bac — eLle MHoro 6yayuiero n coecem marsno npoLusnoro.
Torga kak y MeHst — Bce HaobopoT. K Tomy e Ha npupoae 4YenoBek He ObiBaeT OAMH.
OH GbiBaeT oanH Nuilb B 60MnbLLIOM, O4eHb 6onbLLIOM ropoae. Bbl He cornacHbl?

— He 3Hato, — noxan g nnedamu. — 5 He xun B 60nbLLIOM ropoae.

— B Takom cny4ae Bam BOBOWHE NoBesrno.

— Ho Beapb Bbl MOXeETE npuexaTb HaBCceraa K Ham unm ewle Kyaa-Hunbyapb,
nobnmxe K npupoae v nogarnblle oT OANHOYECTBA.

— [a, mory. — KocTiomepLua Ha MUHYTY 3agymarnach, crierka nomopLimvs n 6e3
TOro MopLUHUCTLIN N106. — Kak cTpaHHo ObiBaeT, [laHs. YexaTb 13 60nbLioro ropoaa,
no CyTu, ropasgo nerdye, Yem npmexatb U YCTPOUTb B HEM CBOIO XM3Hb. V1 TeM He MeHee
B OCHOBHOM BCE MPUEIXKALOT...

— Hy, 6ygbTte e Toraa ucknoveHnem. CHacTnmBbIM UCKNIOYEHNEM.

— [aHeuka, [laHa, — MapuaHHa KnpunnoBHa NeroHbKo rnoxsionana MeHs no
HebpuTomn wWweke. — XXuBelb B OCHOBHOM TaM, I4e XUTb NpUBbIKaeLlb. [axe ecnu
NPUBbIKAELLb K camoMy AypHOMY. Ml NOTOM, — OHa HEOXMOAHHO paccMmesnachb U gaxe
nomorsnogena, — KOMy MHE 34€eCb LWNTb KOCTIOMbI? Balle 3Bepbe, Balun NnepHaTble U
3Ta MOS CMPEHb B KOCTIOMax He HyxaatoTcsa. OHm coBepLleHHbl. B KocTiomax
Hy)garTca noan. Bel 3ameTnnu, kak 4acto nobmm Mbl MEHATL oAexay? OTo NoToMmy,
4YTO He yBepeHbI B cebe. A Te, KTO CTAHOBUTCS apTUCTOM, HE YBEPEHbI N HELOBOJIbHbI
BTPOMHE. M NbITalOTCA 3TO KOMMNEHCUPOBATb UFPON B YYXKME XKN3HU... 3BEPSAM M NTMLAM
3TO He HYHO. U Bam, [laHeuyka, HaBepHO, Toxe. Bbl BCe BpemMsi, CKOSbKO s Bac 3Hato, B
OZHOM M TOM e onepeHbe. Bbl, kak oHW... V1 BCe e, NpaBo, Xarb, 4TO S TaK U HE
COLUBIO BaM KOCTIOM JiecHoro 6ora.



— WNpemte, MapuaHHa KupunnosHa, s BaM nokaxy necHbolx 6oros. OHU He
HYy>XXJarTcHa B KOCTIOMaxX. M coBceM Ha MEHSI HE MOXOXM.

M B KOTOpPbIV pa3 Mbl LUK NPOryniMBaThCs Mo fieCHbIM Tponam. A pacckasbiBan o
uBeTax, aepeBbsx, nTuuax n 3pepsax. O6 obpasuoBbIX Tecocekax, Ha NpuMepe
nokasblBas, kak pybuTb fiec ¢ MMHMMarnbHbIM yuepbom ansa Hero. XKanosancs Ha
camMoBOsIbHble NOPY6OKKU, Ha BpakoHbepoB. C NbINKNUM yoexxaeHnemMm rosopusi 0 TOM, YTO
XOopoLuo 3Han. Jlec 661 MoOMM AOMOM, rae 1 poausica B cemMbe necHuka. W, HaBepHoe,
yMpY 30ecCb... Tak MHe Torga kasanocb. A notom 4 cnywan MapuaHHy KnpunnosHy,
KOoTopas ¢ He MEHbLUUM BOOXHOBEHMEM pacckasbiBan 06 orHsax bonblworo ropoga. O
ero Ko3Hsix, ero Hegpyxenobuu, ero ctpaxax. I MHe ka3anocb, OHa 04eHb TOCKyeT O
HeM.

— Kak ctpaHHo, [JaHeuka, TaM BbKMBAIOT, @ 34ECh XUMBYT. XOTS, Ka3anoch bbl,
no foruke BeLLen 1 Nnpupoabl, BCe AOMKHO ObiTb HA0BOPOT. M BCe-Takn xuTb bl MHE
XOTENOCh TOMbKO TaM. A BOT yMepeTb...

Mbl OCTAaHOBUANCH HO NPUropke, ycbinaHHOM 6enbiMu pomatukamu. CornHue
MeASIEHHO YNSibiBaro BHU3, 3a FOPU3OHT, OCTaBIISAS KpacHble MONOChl HAa MAMKOM
nnnoBoM Hebe. Babouykn Kpy>XMNNCb BO3Se LIBETOB N 3BOHKO CTPEKOTaNN Ky3HEYUKN.
MHe 3anoMHUIICA 3TOT BeYEep, U 3TOT 3akaT, 1 3TO npowaHue. Toraa s elle He 3Han,
YTO HaBceraa.

— A BOT yMepeTb, — 3a4ymMunBo nostopuna MapuaHHa KnpunnosHa, —
HaBepHO, 51 Bbl xoTena 3aecb. Morunel Nagen OMKHbI BbITb paccbiNaHbl NO NONAM,
necam, BO3MOXHO, MOpPSAM. QTO Kak-TO ecTecTBeHHee. Tonbko He B ropogax. Ha
npupoae CMepTb BbIrMSANT BOBCE HE CTPALUHOM M Aaxe NOrmYHON. A B ropoae HYXXHO
XWTb U BblknBaTb. Bbl He HaxoanTe?

A noxan nneyvamu, cobmpasch yxxe Bo3pasuTb, HO OHa npepBana MeHs:

— He otBevanTe. Bam ewle paHo gymaTtb 0 cMepTu. M BCe e ymepeTb 34ecb
ObIno 6bl BEpPHbLIM. 34eCb KaXabl AeHb YTO-TO POXOAETCH, YTO-TO YMUPAET, HO 3TO HE
BbIFMSAUT Tpareamen. HanpoTtue, 3TO NpeacTaeT NnaHoOpamMon BEYHOW, becnpepbiBHON
XKUBHWN.

— lMoxanyn, — cornacuncs 4. 1 HaknoHWnNcs Bo3ne 3efeHoro fnonyxa, Ha
KOTOPOM YHOTHO NMPUMOCTUIIACh MarneHbkas XenTeHbkasi fykawka. — OTOMY Xy4Ky
>KUTb BCEro OMH AEHb.

MapuaHHa KupunnoBHa HaknoHunach Bcrnes 3a MHOW, BHUMATESTbHO
pasrnsiabiBasi HAaCEKOMOE.

— Moaymatb Tonbko. Bcero oanH aeHb! Bnpoyem, atoro 6biBaeT 4OCTaTtoqHO,
YTOObI OLLYTUTb BCIO MOSTHOTY XM3HWU. A BbiBaeT — M BCEWN XU3HN Mano, YTobbl ee
NOHATH.

— [Mpunesaxante Ha cneaytowmn rog, MapmardHa KupunnosHa. A Bac 6yay xaaTb.

Ee mopLumHUCTbIE Wekn 3anbinanu. Y oHa muno ynbibHynaco.

— Cnacubo, [laHs. Kak H1 CTpaHHO, HO Bbl, NOXanyn, eAMHCTBEHHbIN YENOoBeEK,
KTO MeH$1 rae-To xaeT. BoT BuanuTe, MHE He XBaTUIO LLESTION XXU3HMN...

Moayn nerkum BeTepok, bykallka COCKONb3HyMa ¢ fionyxa 1 pacteopunach B
3eneHon Tpaee. ComnHue No-npexHemy KaTuocb BCE HUXKE U HUXKe, OCTaBndasa 3a cobomn
Ha HeDe anble cneapl.

A Ha cnefyoLwmn rog, Korga s NPUHEC oxarnky CUpeHn B €e HOMep, ManeHbKas
LUyCTpasi ropHU4Has ckasana, Yto MapmaHHa KupunnosHa He npueger.

— He noHan, — malwwmHanbHO OTBETUN 51, CTaBA LUBETbI B TPEXIINTPOBYHO BaHKy.

— [a ymepna 1BOs kOcTioMepLua. Llapcteo en HebecHoe. — MopHUYHas
NPOBOPHO NEepeEKpecTUnaco.

A cnpen B Homepe MapuaHHbl KupnnmnoBHbl, Tyno yCTaBUBLLUCHL Ha LBETbI.
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A Beab MHe Ka3arnochb, YTo Tak OyaeT u3 roga B rogq — OHa npueaeT 1 yBuauT Ha
TYMOBOYKE MbILWHbIN BYKET CUPEHN. H NO-NPEXHEMY Chbllan ee NPUrnyLWeHHbIN TUXUI
ronoc: «[laHeyka Bbl Tak NOXOXWN Ha NiecHoro 6orax.

A-To gyman, 4To 3aKOHbI XU3HW Be3ae 0auHaKoBbl. YTo 3a 3umMoun uaeT neTo, 3a
AOXOeM — COSHLE, N Ha rosiblX BeTKax NOsiBAATCSA NOYKN. A NOTOM BCe YyMUpaET,
4T06bI poanTLCA BHOBb. HO MapuaHHbl KupnnnoBHbl yxxe He ByaeT Hukorga. Ee
NOXOPOHUNK B BOMBLLOM ropofe, XOTA OHa U cumMTana 310 HenornmyHbiM. MHe novemy-
TO BCe BpPeMsi Ka3asnocb, YTO NOXOPOHEHA OHa MMEHHO 3[€eCb, B 9TUX MeCTax.
BoamMoXHO, noToMy, 4YTO A oKasarnca Ans Hee eaUHCTBEHHbIM BIM3KNMM YerTOBEKOM Ha
3TOMN 3eMne. EANHCTBEHHBIM, KTO ee No-HacTosWweMy xanen n nobun. A sapyr noHsan,
4YTO MOIWfbl HE TaM, rae NOXOPOHEH YenoBek, a TaMm, rae ero Bcerga dyayT NOMHUTb.

Beuyepom s cugen B CTOpOXKKe M NOMUHAN JOMaLUHUM KanMHOBbBIM TEPNKUM
BWUHOM CBOI KOCTIOMEpLLY.

BeTep ycunmnsancs. (poMKo n Hactondmso 6apabaHus B OKHO pe3knuin SoXab.
Tuxo n nevansHO BbIN Ymxuk. Bapyr pasgancsa rpoxoT opamyri, nocbinanoch
pa3buToe CTEKNOo, N A yCnblwan Ha ynuue CUnbHbIM Tpeck. A NOTOM B OOHY MUHYTY BCe
CTUXJ10. A BbICKOYMA Ha KpblnbLo. 1o OKHOM nexan paHeHbli BETPOM KYCT CUPEHW.
TanncmaH kocTiomepln. A ctan 6eICTPO CpbiBaTb NOA HE YTUXAKOLWNM A0XKAEM BETKN C
uBeTamn. A yTpoM OTHEC eLle BAaXHY CUPEHb Ha MPUropoK, rae Mbl MPOLUSbIM JIETOM
npowanucek ¢ MapuaHHon KupunnosHon, n 6pocun 6ykeT Ha TpaBy. B cupeHeBbIx
uBeTax 3aurparno Becesio cosnHue. MHe no-npexHemy kaszanocbk, YTO NOXOPOHEHA OHa
Oblna MeHHO 34ecb. [T0TOMY YTO 3TO FIOrMYHO. A Halwen UBeToYeK C NATHLIO
nenecTkamm 1 NpornoTun ero. Ho xxenaHusa He 3aragbiBan. ATo Obina No-NpexHeMy ee
CUpEHD, N ee XenaHue, KOTOPOe OHa MHE TakK M He packpblna. Ho koTopoe Bce xe
cbblnock, Aaxe nocrie ee CMepTu...

[Moyemy MMEHHO Tenepb, MsaAa Ha ucnavykaHHoe 305101 MU0 HE3HAKOMKN, S
BCMOMHWIT KOCTIOMEpPLLY? HaBepHO NoTOMy, 4TO AeBYLUKA, kak 1 MapmnaHHa
KupunnosHa, npuwna ns Toro, 4pyroro, HEMOHATHOrO N HeXenaHHoro mmpa. U
nbiTanacb, cama He Begas Toro, MEH UM 3apasunTb.

— Bbl ncnaukanucbe, — ynblGHynca 9 AeByLUKe.

OHa c anneTuToMm, Kak 1 NoSIOXXEHO Ha CBEXEM BO3ayXxe, NorfoLlana KapToLKy C
COYHbIMW NOMUAOPAMM N KYyCOYKaMM HEXXHOW IPYOMHKMN.

— Hwnyero 6onee BKYCHOro B XXM3HU He ena, — No-AeTCKM cKasarna oHa, yrowas
ocTtaTkamu cana Ymxuka. Ho ToT noyemy-To 3aynpssMurica n He 6pan u3 ee pyk.

— BoT n Bce, — 4 3aTyLumnn octaTku KocTpa un ybpan Mycop B ptok3ak. —
NoemTe, s Bac NnpoBOXY.

Mbl BbILLIM HA LWMPOKYHO NecHyto Tpony. Ham 6bino He 0 YeM roBopuTb, BEAb Mbl
ObININ COBCEM HE3HAKOMBbI.

— Hy 4Tt0 X, TOrga Nno3HakKoOMUMCSl, — OTBETUIA HA MOW MbICIN OEBYLLKA.

£ y3Han, 4To ee 30ByT Jluaa, YTo OHa CTyAeHTKa TeaTparnbHOro, 4To npuexana
ctoga Bnepsble, N0 HAaCTONYNBOW pekoMeHaaumm 6adyLUKK.

— Bbl 6b1 3Hanu, [laHukK, Kak oHa pacnucbiBana 3To mecto! CrnoBHO 3TO
MarneHbKUn pan B OKPYXeHUM BECKOHEYHOro aaa.

— Bbl pasovapoBaHbI?

— He 3Hato, — ageByllka noxana nnevyamu, — eule He 3Hat. B niobom cnyvae,
OTAbIX €CTb OTAbIX. XOTS, NPU3HACb, 30€eCb CKy4HoBaTO. MecTteuko 6ornblie noaxoant
ANS OANHOKNX CTapyLUeK.

— 4, B 06WweMmM-To, HE 0auHOKasA cTapyLka. Ho ckyyHO MHe HuKoraa He ObiBaeT.

— Hy... Bbl Begpb BbIHYXA€EHbI 34eCb XWUTb. JTO Bawa paboTa.



310 Mos paboTa. OxpaHsaTb BCe XnBoe n 6e33almTHoe. Ho HUKTO MEHS He
npuHyxgan. Bnpoyewm, Jlnge a He oTBeTunN. I Monya npoTsiHYN pyKy Ha npoLaHue.

— Xenato BaM NpuUATHOro oTabixa.

— Bbl Tak roBopuTe, CNOBHO Mbl HUKOrA4a 6onblue He yBUOMMCA.

He 3Hato noyemy, HO 51 4ENCTBUTENBHO HE XOTeN C Hen B6onblue BCTpeyaTbes.
Mow BHYTPEHHWUI, NOYTN 3BEPUHBIN MHCTUHKT NOACKa3bIBan, YTO OT 9TOWN AEBYLLUKM
HY>XHO 6exaTtb. N kak MOXHO fJanbLue.

— Bbl pa3Be He npurnacute MeHs elle pas noyXuHaTb B Ballem fecy? —
obngenack oHa. BuaHo, aTa geByLuKka HMKOr4a He 3Hana oTkasa.

— 4 y>xuHa B OCHOBHOM goma. A aT70... Yuctasa cnyyanHoctb. Ckopee, NpuxoTb
Moero pasbanoBaHHOro nca.

[eByLuKa noxana nneyvyamu n, KanpusHO XMbIKHYB, CKpblflacb B ABEPSIX
naHcuoHaTta. A s obnerdeHHo B3goxHyn. [lomon, ckopee gomon. VI Ynmxunk pagoctHO
nobexan Bnepean MeHsl, CNOBHO YKa3sblBasi MPaBuibHbIA Ny Tb.

Ho aT0T Beuep He obewian ObITb CNokorHbIM. [loma MeHst nogxmaana Banbka.
CnoBHO ManeHbKNn NyLUCTbIN 3BEPEK, OHA CBEPHYNACh Karadvmukom B yriy
cTapeHbKoro gmBaHa. B moen nsbe 6bino npnbpaHo, CBEXO 1 anneTUTHO Naxsio
XapeHbIM MACOM — [er0 ee pyK.

— lNpuBeT! — KpukHYN A en.

OHa Bcko4vmna ¢ Mecta u pagocTHO Bpocunack KO MHE HaBCTpeYy.

— [aHbka! — 3akpuyana oHa. — 'ge Tbl 6bIn, ragkui pasbonHuk! A xay Tebs
Lenyk BeYHOCTb!

Ymxkuk Bpocuncs Kk Banbke, nusan pagoCcTHO ee HOMM, BbICOKO NMOANpbIrMBan Ha
mecTte. OH ee o4eHb nbun.

A, noxanyn, BnepBble He obpagoBancs nNosiBNeHnio Banbku n 0CTOPOXHO
ocBoboamncs n3 ee Lenknx pyk. YepT, Hy n Be4epok Bblgancs. Beab xoten xe nobbiTh
OAVH, CO CBOMMM MbICNSIMW, Tak HET, Lienas BepeHnLa HENPOLLEHbIX rOCTEN.

Banbka o6mxeHHO Hagyna rybbl 1 ycenacb Ha npexHee mecto. MHe ctano
cTblgHo. OHa cnaBHasd, Munasa geBYOHKa, NoYTN pebeHokK, 1 rnaBHoe, Mo yLun
BnobneHa B MeHs. I MO 3BEPUHBIN MHCTUHKT B KOTOPbIN pa3 NoackasbiBars, YTo
XEHUTbCA MHE HYXXHO TOSTbKO Ha HEW. [1ns KaXXaoro HapucoBaHa NMHuS cyabbbl,
BaXXHO YBMOETb 3TY JIMHWUIO, NOTU NO HEN N HAKOT4a He OTCTynaTb B CTOPOHY, Toraa
cyaobba 1 nonyynTcd, BO3MOXHO. Monm gomMom 6bin1 1ec, MOMMU ApY3bsiMn — 3BEPU U
NTULbI, @ MOEeW XXeHOM oSKHa cTaTb HenpemeHHO Banbka.

A ycenca psagom ¢ Hen 1 NackoBO B3AST €€ 3a PYKY.

— Hy xe, BaneHok, He ayuncs.

Banbky s 3Han coscem pebeHkoM. OHa pocrna y MeHsi Ha rnasax, aTakum
COpBaHeL,: NOXoXas Ha Manb4uLLKy, CNOpTMBHas, noBkas. OHa xuna B cocegHemM
nocerke n 6bina 4o4KoM MecTHoOro goktopa KHyToBa. XoTa COBCEM HE noxoauna Ha
Aouky goktopa. OHa nasuna, kak Kowlka, no Kpblllam 1 4epeBbsM, HE pa3 cpbiBanach U
nagana. MNMpuxogmnna gomon B ccagmHax u LapanmnHax. CKonbko NOMHI0, HENPEMEHHO
Ha ee pyKax 1 Horax KpacoBarnachb 3efieHKa, KoTopas CrlOBHO rnpeBpaTunach B
poavMble NATHA 3Ton B3banmoLHON AeB4YoHkK. Korga s BepHynca ns apmum, 1o
noHavany gaxe He y3Han ee. Banbka — Bcero 3a Kakmx-To Xarnkux asa roga —
npespaTunach B XOPOLUEHbKYIO AEBYLLKY, XOTA NO-MPEeXHEMY HanoMUHana MarnbyunLLKy.
ManeHbkas, Kpernkasi, C B3bepOLUEeHHbIMU KOPOTKMMN BOSIOCAMU U POCCHINbI BECHYLLEK
Ha Kpyrnom nuue. M Bce xe oHa bbina gpyras. Y3Han s1 eée no 3eneHbIM NATHbIWKaM Ha
OCTpbIX KONeHKax. £ yacTo noBun Ha cebe ee XaaHbli, ropsALUN, NOYTU B3POCHbIN
B3rnsg. M He ckaxy, YTO OH OCTaBnAsl MeHsl paBHoAYLWHbIM. [1pu Buae Hee He pas



cTy4arno mMoe cepgue v He pa3s ropenu nagoHu. [Joktop KHyTOB cpasy BCe NOHAM 1
oA4HaXabl, NOSABUBLLUNCL B CTOPOXKE, OTKPOBEHHO M 6€3 NULLHMX NPeancnoBuin 3asBuIl:

— 4 Bac o4eHb yBaxato, aHuun. A 3Han Balwsero oTua, Bawy MaTb. Y Bac 6binn
OYeHb YECTHble, NOpPsiAoYHbIE poauTenu. Noatomy... B o6wem, Baneuky s odeHb
no6nto. M KoHe4vHo, xoTen, YTobbl OHa wWwra no Mmoum ctonam. Ho Bbl 3HaeTe, Kakast 3To
ynpamuua. OHa MHe 3asBuna, YTo XO4eT XUTb B necy, ¢ Bamu. N Huyero en 6onblue B
XWU3HU HE HY>XHO. Bnpoyewm, s yBaxato ee MHeHUe, KOTopoe, KCTaTu, MOXeT
nepeMeHnTbCA. Beab XM3Hb HE CTOUT Ha MecTe. M noaTomy, ecnv oHa Tak xo4eT... K
TOMY e OHa HEBaXXHO 3aKOH4YMNa LWKOSY N BPAS S CMOXET OCUMUTb TaKyH CITOXHYH
HayKy, Kak meauuunHa. B obwem, [laHumn, kak Bbl pewumTte. A BUXY, BaM MOSi 0Yb
HpaButcs. Ho 5, 3HaeTe nn, YenoBek CTapomn 3akankn 1, BO3MOXHO, MO HbIHELLHUM
BpeMeHaM CIIULIKOM yCTapeBLInX B3rnsaoB. MoaToMy TONbKO eCcnv Bbl HA HEN
XeHuTecb... Ha gpyroe s He cornaceH.

— MHe HpaBuTCA Bawa aodb, AHapen J1eoHngoBnY, — TakK XKe OTKPOBEHHO
oTBeTun 4 emy. — Ho, gymato, oHa ewle cnuwkom monoga. Y pencrtemtensHo, Bce
MOXeT n3MeHUTbCA. B obLiem, 9 HU4ero oypHoOro HUKorga en He caenaro n He 0omxy
ee. A Tam Byget BuaHo. Beab mMbl nouty apyr Apyra He 3HaeM. TOnbKo no aeTcTey. A
Toraga Bce 6bino no-gpyromy. M mbl 661511 cOBCEM APYTUMM. ..

TakoB ObIf HaLL KOPOTKMI pa3roBop ¢ AOKTopoM. A Banbka, y3HaB nNpo Hero ot
oTua, TYT Xe NpuHAnach genatb Bce, YTOObI Mbl y3Hanu gpyr gpyra nonydwe. OHa
yacTto 6erana ko MHe. M BoBCIo nsobpaxarna ns cebst XopoLuyro X034inky. Bnpoyem, oHa
TakoBou 1 6bina. XXnsHb BABOEM C OTLIOM €€ MHOroOMy Hay4duna.

W Tenepsb, rmagsa Ha pocchbinb MENKUX BECHYLLEK, KOMHY JTOXMaTbIX BOSOC,
AelleBbl CUTLEBBIV capadaHymK B MENKYH KMNeTKy, 1 NOYeMY-TO HEBOSIbHO CpaBHUBan
ee ¢ Jlugon. U cpaBHeHne 6bIno aaneko He B nonb3y Banbku. o cpaBHeHuto ¢ Jlnaon
OHa BbIrMsiAena CAuLWKOM YXX NPOCTOBATO, YTO NN, XOTS 3TO Oblfo HEYECTHO,
HecnpaBeasIMBO NO OTHOLLEHMIO K HeN. Banbka — AnTs npupoabl, poXXgeHHoe B 3TUX
nonsax u necax, AUTS nocersika ¢ ero NPOCTEHbKMMU KUPMUYHBIMX AoMamu. A npupoaa
He MOXeT ObITb YCNoXHEHHON. [pupoaa Bceraa npocta. M ecnu cMbliTh € JIngbl Kpacky,
NOACTPUYb BOMNOCHI, HAPSAUTb B AepeBEHCKMI capadaH... OHa BCce paBHO OCTaHEeTCs
Jingon. MNoTomy 4TO OHa 13 Apyroro Mmpa, CrIoXKHOro, HEMNOHATHOIO U HanbILWEeHHOro. A
37O yXXe ByaeT He B ee Nonb3ay.

£ BuHoBaTo noxsnonan Banbky no paséuton KoneHke, 3ama3aHHON 3eSIEHKOMN.

— OnaTtb ynana, BaneHok? W korga Tbl TONbKO NOB3poOCHeeLlb?

Banbka, He 0TBeTMB, 3aLLMbIrana rpoMKO HOCOM.

— A oT Tebs Yem-TO NaxHer.

— lNeyveHon kapTowwkon. Mbl TyT ¢ Ymxnkom noyxnHanu B necy. Nongy ymorocs.
— A npuscTan ¢ mecTta, HO Banbka ¢ cunon noTaHyna MeHs 3a BETPOBKY.

— Her, He kapToLKON. Yem-TO HE3HAKOMbIM, — OHa BHOBb 3alLMbIrasia HOCOM.
— YeM-To TakmuM XONOAHbIM, CIIMLLKOM KPacuMBbIM, NOYTU HEXMBLIM, YTO NN.

— [a Hy Tebsa! — A Bce e BbipBancsa ua ee LEMNKUX PYK U pe3Ko BCTarn C MecTa,
4YTOObLI OHa HE 3amMeTuna MOEro CMyLLLEHUS.

— HoBbii 3ae3 B caHaTtopuu, cnbixan? FoBOpPAT, B 3TOM rogy MHOIMO MOJSioabIX
npuexano... M Bce aptuctku. Ckykotmwa!

— Tbl 0 4yem?

— 3Haewsb. Hukorga He xotena ObiTb apTUCTKON, @ BCE XOTAT. M KMHO HMKoraa
He nobuna, a Bce NbaT. MHe kaxeTcs, OHM BCe HecYacTHble. M cenvac, Tbl AymMaellb,
OHM OT XOPOLUEN XM3HU cloda npuexann? A cama cnblwana, 4To y HUX Tam, B 60nbLimnx
ropogax, ¢ napHsaMn HanpshkeHka!

— YT0 Thl 3HaeLWb 0 6onbLWKX ropoaax, rnyneHbKas?..
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— Hwnyero, — TyT e cornacunack Banbka. — W 3HaTb HU4ero He xo4y. PasBe
MOXHO CpaBHUTb 6onbLIoKn ropog u 6onbon nec? Ecnu 6 Tbl 3HanN, Kak S ropoaCcKMX
YyacTo Xaneto. Begb OHM HMYEro He 3HalT, HMYero He noHnmaroT. OHM AyMatoT, 4YTo
XM3Hb Tak N MOXET NPONTW BOT Tak, B KBAapTupax, B MallnHax, B marasnHax. boxe, kak
3TO BCe rpycTHO!

— [pycTHO, — MaLWMHaNBLHO NOBTOPUN A 3a BanbkoMn.

Moxanywn, Torga BnepBble B MOEN rofioBe 3apoaurcsa Hekumr npotecT. MHe Bapyr
3axoTesiocb nonpoboBaTh XKU3HM B KBapTMpax, MallnHax n MarasmHax. XoT4,
BO3MOXHO, 9Ta MbICb BO3HUKNA eLle Npu 0bLLEHNN C KOCTIOMEpPLLEN, Koraa s crblwan
ee rpycTHble pasroBopbl 06 ognHovecTBe B bonbLloM ropofe, KOTOpbI OHa Tak
nobuna. I MHe Toraa, Kak n Tenepb, BAPYr 3axoTenocb nonpobosath, U3nYecku
OLWYTUTb TO APYroe, HENOHATHOE OANHOYECTBO U 3abpakoBaTb ero. M 9 nodemy-To
BcnomHun Jlngy. Kak Bce-Taku oHa KpacuBa, U Kak He NoxoXa ee cTaHgapTHasi kpacoTa
HW Ha KaKyo UHY0. Bnpoyem, He cTaHaapTHa Ny Banbka? OTakun noxmatbii 6eceHoK ¢
0OBETPEHHbIM NNLOM, ANTSA fleca, KOTOPbIN KTO-TO cnpaBeavBo Hassan paem. Ho mHe
OH NMOYeMy-TO paeM yxe He Kasarscs.

YMXKMK rpyCTHO CMOTPEST HA MEHS U HE BUNAS XBOCTOM. YMXKUK, MHE KaXeTcs,
aorafbiBancs, YTo TBOPUTCS B MOen ByHTYytowen aywe. M s nouenosan ero B pbikyto
mMopAy. MHe Tak He XOoTenocb ero npeaaBarthb.

— [asan, [aHs, yxuHaTb, — npegnoxuna Banbka. — A Takyto BKYCHOTULLY
coctpsanana! No ogHomy hpaHuy3ckoMy peLenTty — HasbiBaeTcsa «Censsuy.

A HaoTpes oTKkasancd. A 6611 No ropno CbiT — U YXKMHOM, U CEFOQHALLHUM
BevyepoM. OT BanbkuHoM CTpSANHKU s oTKasancsa Bnepsble. M oHa ywina, obngeswmncs. A
S eLe A0ro fnexan HanpoTUB OKHa U Habngan 3a M1ratoLWUMn SpKUMK 3Be34aMu.
Mmu 6bino ycbinaHo Bce Hebo. VX Bbino Tak MHOTO, M OHM BbINK Tak MOXO0XW, YTO A
nogyman — HeyXenu, ecnv KTo-To HabrnogaeTt 3a Hamu ¢ Apyrov nnaHeTbl, BUauT
nogen TakuMmm xe oguHakoBbiMn 1 6e3nuknMn? Bnpovem, MoxeT, 9TO U Tak...

A cnegylowmnmM yTpoOM MHE HEOXMOAHHO NPULLINO nocradue ot Jluabl. Ero npuHec
Marb4uLLKa, CbiH CTOPOXa NaHcMoHaTa. Mulka XMTPeHbKO MHEe NOAMUIHYN U
TOPXXECTBEHHO BpYy4uUI 3anucky. M saamep B oxugaHuu, korga s ee npouty. lNognepes
pyku B 60KM, OH Habntogan 3a moewn peakumen. Mown rnasa nuxopago4vHo 6eranu no
aKkkypaTHEeHbKUM BykBam.

«3apaBcTBYNTE, NecHon aukapb! A cerogHs 6yay 3aropaTtb Ha 03epe, Bo3ne
3acoxwero gyba. Noxanyn, Bam cnegyeT NPOMTUCb MUMO 3TOrO NpUBeKaTeNIbHOro
Ansa 6pakoHbepoB MecTeyka. Bopyr oHu ornywaT Bcex 30M0TbIX pbibok. Jlngar.

A nogHAN rnasa n CTONKHYNCS ¢ nykasbiM B3rnsagoM Muwku. OH, BUANMO, yxe
ycnen Bbly4uTb 3Ty 3anMCOYKy Hau3yCTb, Noka 6exan ko MHe. N noxoxe, cobupancs
ynTaTb ee, Kak CTUXK, No NamMAT Bcem obutatenssm COCHOBKM.

— Hy n?.. — ero rnasa Bo36yxaeHHo 6nectenu. Mulike He Tepnenock y3HaTb,
Kak ganble 6yayT passmBatbcs cobbiTns. Beab cobbiTnin B AepeByLuke 6bino Tak
maro.

— YTO — HY M? — A 4yTb Nn He Kpu4an Ha Hero. — OTBNeKaloT C yTpa OT
paboTbl! Kakme-To HEMNOHATHbIE 3anNNCOYKK nogkmabieaoT! Yto 3a ngmotmam! Bot
pacckaxy OTLy, YeMm Tbl TYT 3aHUMaellbes, byaellb 3HaTb, — Npurpo3nn s Muwke ang
fonbLlero ycrpawleHus Kynakom. Ho oH He ucnyrancs, npogosikas HaxasnbHo
nbibutbesa. Boobuwe-1o Mbl ¢ MuLwkon 6binn XOpoLmMMn Opy3bsiMU, U OH MPEKPACHO
3Har, YTO 9 HAYEro HUKOMY He pacCKaxy.

— Pacckaxy oTuy, en-6ory, Muwika, — yke HeyBEpeHHO NOBTOPUN .

Bnpoyem, oTua Muwka 6osnca Tak xe, Kak 1 MEHSI.

— [a nagHo Tebe, [laHunka, a1 cam emy BCe pacckaxy, C yaoBonbCcTBnem!



11

Y M€eHs1 OT TakoW HECIbIXaHHOW HArnnoCTN NepexBaTuso AblXxaHue.

— Hy, Tak 6ygelwwb oTBeYaTb UNn HeT? — MuLuKa CBEPNUIT MEHSI XUTPbIMU
KpyrnbIMK rnaskamm.

— W He cobupatock! Kakon-to pazbanoBaHHOM AeBMLE B3AyManoch 3aropaTb, a
S-TO Npu Yyem?!

— Hy, Tebe BnaHee. K ToMy e OHa nuweT, 4To Tam BbiBaloT BpakoHbepH!. ..
MoxeT, npoBepullb, a?

9710 6bINO yxe n3geaTenbCTBOM. bpakoHbepoB Ha 03epe GbiTb HE MO0,
NoTOMY 4YTO Tam NOBUTb Heyero. Pbiba Bogunach B peke, B 3anoBeAHON 30He. A 3TOT
NCKYCCTBEHHbIA BO4OEM Oblin BbIPbIT CNeumnanbHO A5 apTUCTOB, OTAbIXaLWMNX OT
cnaBbl B MaHCUOHATe.

£ cxBaTun KaMeLlek ¢ 3eMnn 1 3aMaxHynca B WYTKY Ha MuLky.

— A Hy gym oTcroga!l

MwuLLKa OTCKOYMN B CTOPOHY.

— 3ps He otBeTMN! Hy nagHo, [JoH XKyaH, noka! U Bce xe coBeTylo.

A HecunbHO Bpocun kamewek Bcrneq MuLike.

— W He B3gyman 6onTaTb BCAKYHO YyLlb!

— Hewm, kak 3onoTas pbibka! — yxe usganeka pasgancs HaCMeLnMBbINA rofnoc
MwuLukn.

OTnM gHeM s 6bin BbIOUT U3 ceana. beccmbicneHHo 6Gpoann No necy, noxanywm,
BNepBble He HacnaXxaascb ero KpacoTon U cunon. He cnbilwan neHnst NTuy, cTpekoTa
Ky3HEe4YMKoB. JInwwb MalnHanbLHO NpoBepss CBOM BriageHus, cobmpan Mycop B MELLKW,
nckan noBpexaeHHble BETPOM AepeBbs U KyCTapHUKK, 3arnagbiBan B rHe3fa U Hopbl.
Mow mbicnu 6binn rae-To ganeko-ganeko, n cam s He Mor NOHATL r4e, U He Mor 3a
HUMK yrHaTbCcs. A BCe Bpems cBopaymBar C O4HOW TpoMnbl Ha APYryto, nogarnbLue ot
BbIxoAa K 03epy. TeM He MeHee Kakas-To npedatenbckas Tpona MeHs BbiBENa MMEHHO
K Bogoemy. Bnpoyem, BO3MOXHO, TyAa BbIBENN MEHSA MbICIIN.

O3epo 6recTeno Ha corHue, Kak OorpoOMHOe XpycTarnbHoe 651040, Ha KOTOPOM,
CMNOBHO anernbCuHbI, NNaBanu ApKo-XenTble KyBLUMHKK. Ero, kak myxu, obnenunm
oTabixarowme. Cnblwanmcb KPUKM 1 XoxoT. KTo-To urpan B MY, KTO-TO nnaearl, KTo-To
NpocTo 6e3XM3HEHHO Banancsa Ha 6epery, NOACTaBUB TENO APKOMY COSHLUY. OTo Obin
He MoM NpasgHuK, Ha HEM A TOYHO MOCTOPOHHUN.

£ 3aTanncs cpeam pasBecuctblix BeTBen enn. Mon Barnag 6eran no
nepcoHaXkaM Yy>XOro npasgHuka u He HaxoauIl HYXXKHOrO MHe reposi, BepHee, repounHIo.
A OHa xgana MeHs Bo3ne ctaporo 3acoxwero gyba. Kak n Hanucana. Ho s He Bugen
ee 13 CBoero yKpbITus. JInb YepHble, ronble BeTBu nornbliero gepesa. N ManeHbKyto
Urypky, NoYTHM ToMeYKy noa HUMK. Kak okongoBaHHbIN, S BNUACA B3rNS40M B 3Ty
TOYKY M CTan NOTUXOHbLKY NpubnuxkaTtbes. Yero s xgan? A He 3Hako, BO BCAKOM Crny4yae,
Moe TepneHune 6bINo Bo3HarpaxaeHo. Toyeyka ctana yBenuumBaTbCs B pasmepax 1 B
KOHLIe KOHLIOB npuobpena peanbHble odepTaHna. A ysuaen Jingy.

B aT0 yTpO OHa BbIrnagena HeobLIKHOBEHHO Kpacueon. M s npuaHan, 4to 6bi
TbICAYY pa3 He npas, Korga Ha3Bas ee KpacoTy cTaHgapTHon. mbkoe, kak y naHu, Teno
Bnecteno Ha conHue. [nMHHbIe NbilHbIE BOSIOCHI BECESO KOMbIXaNUCh Ha BETEPKE.
OHa HebpexHo cbpocmna BbeTHaMKKM 1 Bowwna B Bogy. Moe cepaue 6elueHo
3akonoTunocb. A 604ancs, YTO ero ornyLlwmMTenbHble yaapbl yenbiwaTt Ha 6epery. Ho
HUKTO aaxke He obepHyncs B MO CTOPOHY. « MeHs1 okongoBanu, MeHst oOkongosanuy,
— CcTy4ano moe cepaue. «Tebe HyXXHO yxoanTby», — BTOpUN emMy pasym. Ho 4 He
yxoaun. Mou Horn crnoBHO Npupocnu K 3emne. Kontoudne enosble nanbl NbITanncb MeHs
cnactu, 6onbHO Lapanas no nuuy. Ho 8 He o4Hyrcs.
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A Jlnga meaneHHo 3axoguna B Boay. Ho noyemy-T1o He nnbina. Y Bapyr npsimo
nepen Hen BbiHbIPHYM, CIIOBHO Gornblias pbiba, Kakon-To napeHb. [daxe naganeka s
3aMeTuI, YTo OH 6e3ynpeyHo Kpacus. benble BONOChI yaoMBUTENBHO rAPMOHMPOBann ¢
3aropersbiM CMOPTMBHbIM TENTIOM. « OTaKUN repon N3 My3blKarnbHOro Knunay, —
npoHecnack B MO€EN rorioBe 3ras MbiCrib.

M Bce e 51 He MOr He npusHaTb, YTo BaneHok owmnbanack. B 6onbwmnx ropogax
C NapHAMM BCe B NOSIHOM nopsake. YTo OH 1 cymen MHe NpoAeMOHCTPUPOBaTh, TYT Xe
nogxsatue Jingy nog pyku n 6pocms B Boay. [oxoxe, 3TOT KNUNOBLIN repou nblTancs
HayyuTb ee nnaesaTtb. U Jlnge 910 0YeHb, Aaxe crnvwkomM Hpasunocb. OHa xoxoTana,
n3obpaxasa OpsSHHYI0 Y4eHuLy, Lennsanack 3a Wek napHsa v TaHyna ero 3a cobon B
Boay. MHe BOpyr nokasanock, YTO UCTUHA Apyras. YTo AeByLlKa JOMKHA YyBCTBOBATb
cebs B BoAe Kak pbiba. YUTo BCe 3TO TeaTp, CNeKkTakib, B KOTOPOM UrparoT HacTosiLme
akTepbl. TONbKO ANs Yero n ansi Koro? 3To MHe ObIfI0 HENOHATHO. HUKTO Ha HUX He
obpawian BHMMaHuA. EAMHCTBEHHbIM 3puTeniem Oblin s, HO OHU-TO BE€Ab 3TOMO HE
3Hanu. M a, bnarogapHbii 3pUTESNb, CMOTPES, Kak OHU BapaxTaloTcs B BOAE N XOXOYYT.
[MapeHb BHOBb HbIPHYII, MOSIBUBLUUCH Yepe3 MUHYTY C SIPKO-XXENTOWN KyBLUMHKaX B 3ybax.
W TyT ke noBko BAeN ee B NbllwHble Bonock! Jluabl. Mokpas KyBLUMHKA 3aurparna Ha
COJSTHLE pa3HOLUBETHbLIMW KpackaMu B Kpacuebix JInanHbix nokoHax. Okongosana...

£ BCTPAXHY rofIOBOK M 310 ChftoHyn. YepT, He 3puTesb, a 0ObIKHOBEHHbIV
ooneaH. YTo A 3a0echb B KOHLLe KOHLUOB genato?! Kontoyasa enosas nana BHOBb 60MNbHO
LaparnHyrsa MeHs no nvuy, 1 s1 Co BCen cunbl cxan ee B pyke. [locbinanuck 3eneHble
uronku. JTagoHb ropena. M s ouHyncs, cnoBHo nocne rny6okoro cHa. NpusopoT
3aBepLunn CBOe HapkoTudeckoe aenctemne. MHe ctano cTbigHo 3a cebs, 3a To, YTo S
NPSAYYChb B ryLe AepeBbEB N CMEXY 3a YYXKOUW XMU3HbBIO (MU YyXXMM CrEeKTaKnem, Kakas
pasHuua?). Kak 9 Boobue cmeto gymaTb O Takon AeByLuke, Kak Jlnaa? A formkeH 3HaTb
cBoe mecto. OHO 34echb, rae 9 YyBCTBYIO NOYBY Nog HOoramu. A gake TOMHyN napy pas
no 3emne. 3emrnsi NPOYHO AepKana MeHs. M a1 BUHOBaTO nornagun enoByto BETKY...
[omon, KOHeYHO, JOMOWN. YTO MOXET ObITb Ny4lle 1 YTO MOXET ObITb BepHee?

[oma meHs xagan obmxkeHHbIn Yvknk. OH CMOTpPEn Ha MEHS rPYCTHbIM
B3rnsgoM. S Bnepsbie He B35 ero ¢ codon.

— He cmoTpu Ha meHsa Tak, Ymxkunk. MHe n 6e3 Tebs nnoxo. Ho gato Tebe
YyecTHoe cnoBo HbonbLle TaM He NOSIBNATLCA.

UmKnk 3aBunsan XBOCTOM 1 6riarogapHoO fN3HY MOKO PYKY.

Houblo 5, BCe Tak Xe BrnsaabliBasiCb B HOYHblE 3Be3bl, Ayman o Jinge. U
peBHOCTb obxurana moe cepgue. U wekn moun ropenu. MNyctb 6yaeT Tak. [lan cnoso —
Aepxu. 5 yCcrnokouncs u TyT Xe YCHYI.

OpaHako crnenyowmMm XXe yTPOM HapyLumn aHHOEe YeCTHOoeE CroBo. M BHOBb, Kak
NPUrBOXAEHHbIN K 3eMI1E N NPUKOBAHHbLIN LEMNbIO K AEPEBY, CTOSAN HA TOM e MEecTe 1
Habntogan 3a npasgHMKOM, Ha KOTOPOM Obifl NO-NPEeXHEMY TaknuMm YyXmm. Ho MHe
YYXXMM ObITb YK€ HE XOTENoCh.

A Ilngy no-npexHemy y4mn nnasaTb KIMMNOBbIN repon. N en no-npexHemy ato
HpaBunocb. OHa 6apaxTanacbk B BoAe, kak 6eCnoMoOLLHbIN pebeHOK, KOTOPOro
XOTenoch 3awmaTtb 1 obeperatb. Tak XOTeNOCb NpUXaTb €€ MOKPOe TENO K CBOEN
rpyau, NpoBECTN PYKOW MO MOKPbIM MyTaHbIM BorlocaM. HO 3a MeHs 3To Aenan apyrown.
HaBepHsika ¢ HUM OHa 1 npuexana. N ot 6ecnomoLlHoCTM g Ao 6onm cxxnman kynaku. K
3aKaTy COfHLua Yapbl paccemBanucb, U 9 NOHYPO Bpen AOMOW, yXXe He Kenas 3Toro
aoma. A 6pen B cBOE O4MHOYECTBO, B CBOK 3BE3HY HOYb, YTOObI BHOBL AyMaTb O
Jinge. V1 B ouepegHom pas Knactbca Ymkunky, 4To yTpOM criefyoLLero AHS CroBo CBoe
He HapyLwy. W BHOBb ero Hapywan. W Ha TpeTuin AeHb, U Ha YeTBEepPTbIN.
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B oauH 13 Hux (y>ke nnoxo coobpakas, YTo Aenaro) s pelunn HaBeaaTbCAa B
COCHOBKY.

— Mongem, Ymxuk, npoBegaem BaneHka. Uto-To oHa gaBHO He 3aberana.
HaBepHsika obuaenacb. A Ben cebs, kak nocnegHuni ocen.

YmKMK CO MHOW MNOMHOCTBIO cornacuncs, ocobeHHo No NoBoAy NocrneaHero.

£ e noman cebst Ha MbICNK, YTO COBCEM He Xo4y BUAeTb Banbky. UTo He
3Halo, Kak BecTu cebs ¢ Hen n, Tem bornee, 4YTo roBopuTh €e oTuy. MNoatomy, korga
coceain ckasanu, YTO OHW yexanu AHeN Ha OecATb B panlleHTp, 9 UCKPEeHHe
obpapgosancsa. Ul HakoHel, npu3Harncs cebe, 4YTo LWen COBCEM 3a APYrUM.

4 HeBOMbHO 3aMennun LWar Bo3re NepekoLeHHOro Aoma, B KOTOPOM KM MO
npusatens Muwka. MHe He Tepnenocb BCTPETUTLCSA C HAM. Beab OH 6bif1 e QMHCTBEHHOM
HUTOYKOWN, cBA3blBaloLWwen MeHs ¢ Jingon. OH OAnH 3Han Halwy TanHy U Ha
CeroaHsLLHUM AeHb oKasancs cambiM 61IN3KUM MHE YerOBEKOM.

Muwka 6e33ab0THO pa3Banuicsa Ha Kpbinbue 1 Wwernkan cemeyvkn. Moen
pagocTn He 6bino npeaena. Ho Ha nuue s n3obpasnn nonHoe 6espasnunyne.

— [MpuBeT, Muwka, — yctano npoTaHyn S, ocTaHaBNuBasicb Bo3ne 3abopa.

— [MpuBeT, — MuLKa XMTPO COLLYPUICSA U B 0O4epeHON pa3 MitoHy-.

— Hy u kak oHwn... lena?

— [a Bpoae 6bl HU4ero, — MuLika oTBeYan oAHOCMOXHO, HO st YYBCTBOBAJ1, YTO
OH MEHS Apa3HUT.

— Yero pacnneBarncs! Yxe Becb Aop 3amycopun! KTo 3a Tebs nogmetaTtb
oynet! — A HaumHan 3nuTbCA.

— MaTtb nogmeTeT, — exngHo oTBeTUST MuLlKa U BHOBb CIOHYI LLESYXY.

— Mor 6bl 1 NOAHATBLCS, KOrga Co CTapLMMK pa3roBapnBaellb.

MuLuka HEXOTA NOLHANCS, OCTaBMB CBOU CEMEYKN, U, 3aDPOCKB PYKN B KApMaHbil,
Ka4daloLLencst NoXoaKon, kKak MaTtpoc, MeaneHHo npubnmnsnncsa kK 3abopy.

— Hy 4vero npuuenuncs, JaHbka? foBopwu cpasy, Yero Hago!

— [la Hu4ero MHe He Hago, C Yero Tbl B35, YTO MHE 4YTO-TO OT Tebs Hago? — A
noxxan HegoymMmeHHo nnedamn. — [pocTto BOT wen K Banbke, a oHa yexana. [la v Tbl
AaBHO He 3arnggbiBaellb, CIy4YMnoch YTo?

— BpemeHun HeTy! — BaxkHO oTBETUN Muwika. — 3Haellb 3TUX npuesxux. 3a
HUMW HY>XeH a3 ga rnas. A B 9TOM rofly CTosfibko Monofbix npuexasno! BoT oHu n
Becendarcs ¢ yTpa go Bevepa! A gaxe Ha TaHubl K HAM XO4WIT.

— bespgenbHukM, BOT U BecenaTcs!

— MoxeT, n 6e3genbHuku! Ho Takne kpacmeble! — MuLlika ycTaBuncs Ha MeHs,
oXuaasa odepenHoro soripoca.

— A MHe-TO YTO, Y MeHs gen no ropno! — A npoBen NagoHbIo Mo wWwee ans
ybeantenbHocTn. — BOT 1 cenvac, 3abontan Tbl MEHS, YyLlb BCAKYH MENeELlb, @ MEHS
aoma xget kyya gen! 3tmn 6e3genbHuKK elle rmagn — nec nepenanat! — A
pPas303nnncs He Ha LWYTKY U, pe3KO NOBEPHYBLUMCH M Aaxe HEe MOMNPOLLABLUACD,
ABWHYICS NPOYb.

MuLika He oxugan, YTo 9 Tak pesko yruay, He A0CTaBMB €My YOOBOSbCTBUE
pacckasaTb MECTHble CrneTHWU. U TyT Xe BbICKOYMN 3a KanuTKy 1 3akpudan:

— 9n? ONanbka! Morogn!

£ HEXOTS1 ocTaHOBUICA.

— Aypak Tbl, JaHbka! Bce npomopran! 3x, ecnu 66l a1 66111 HAa TBOEM MecTe!
Ecnn 661 MHe Takyto 3anmcouky! [la oT Takon KpacoTKw...

— WHTEepecHo, 4To 3TO A Nnpomopran?

— [Aypak Tbl, JaHbka! A cam Bugen, kak oHa uenosanach ¢ gpyrum! C takmm
Kpacasumkom! A ero B kakom-To knune sugen! lypak tol! Tebe HyxHO nobonee B
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Hapoge rynstb. B necy nioaum neicetot, a B nogax nmogetot! nagu, yxe ckopo neicnHa
3aCBETUTCS Ha MakyLuke!

MwuLuka BCe 3TO BbiNanui Ha o4HOM AbIXaHUW U TYT Xe, B OOHY CEKyHAY,
CKpbINICS 32 BOPOTaMu OT MEHS M OT rpexa nogarbLue.

— B nogax nioav craHoBaTea nogoegamu! — TOMNbKO U ycnen S KPUKHYTb
BCried MenbKarowum natkam Muwku.

MuLKMHa HOBOCTb JO6uIia MeHs1 OKoHYaTesbHO. A xoaun 13 yrna B yros no
CBOEW CTOPOXKe U He Haxoaun cedbe mecta. Co MHOW HUYEro NOAOOHOMO B XXN3HU He
cnyyanocs. A Bcerga ropguncs, 4to mory cebs gepxatb B pykax. CerogHs xxe mou
pYyKM coBepLleHHO obeccunenu n novsa yxoauna us-nog Hor. Heyxenu a1o u ectb
nbosb? Torga noyemy Tak 60MbHO?

Umknk ymonsatoLle CMoTpen Ha MeHs1, OXngasi oMepeiHoOro YeCTHOro CrioBa, YTo
rnynocTu 6onbLue He NoBTOpATCA. Ho B 3TOT pa3 s Huyero Ymxuky He noobewlan.
Ymxmky Ob1rio 60NbHO HE MeHbLLE MOEro.

Cnegyrowmm gHeM 9 HaoTpe3 oTkasarncs ObiTb 3puTenem u, easa yeuaes Jluay
nog 3acoxwum ayobom, TyT e peLlunTenbHO, NOYTU 3110 HanpaBumCs K HEW.

— O, 370 Bbl, Anknn Yenoeek! — OHa cnerka NpUNoaHsacb Ha NokKTax. — A a-
TO Aymana, Mbl pacnpowianncb ¢ BaMn HaBcerga.

— Kak Bngute, HeT. — A 3nuncsa Ha cebs, Ha cBow cnabocTb, Ha CBOW NECHON
MUP, B KOTOPbIV JInga He Morna BOUTU U NPUHATL ero He Morna. Yto a4 soobuwe genato
psgom ¢ aton 6ornHen! A yyscTBoBarn cebsl HACTONLKO HemnenbiM PA40M C HEMN.
HdencrteutensHo, gMkapb. Heykntoxuim, 300poBbIn, bopogaTbin. «[domMon, ckopen
AOMOWM», — NpO3BYyYanu B Moen ronose BonwebHble CnoBa, KOTopble Bceraa
Bblpyyarnu MeHs1 B TPYAHbIX CUTyaLMUSIX.

Jlnga cnoBHO noyyBCTBOBanNa Moe HaMepeHune nockopee cbexatb U
OoCTaHoBMUnNA:

— Cagutecb pagom.

A oT HeoxugaHHoCcTM ByxHyrnca npamo Ha 3emnto. OHa 6bina Tak 6nm3ko. ATo
3aropenoe rnagkoe Teno, 3Ty Nyxmble YyBCTBEHHbIE rybbl, HA KOTOPLIX Urpana
npuseTnMeas ynbibka. 3TK BNaXHble BOSOCHI... Y MeHsI nepexsaTtuso aoixaHue. Cnosa
3acTpsnu B ropne. M B 3HOMHOM BO3ayxe, Kak rpo3oBoe 0bnako, NnoBUCMO TArOCTHOE
MOn4YaHue.

— byaet poxab, — BblAaBWN 1 HAKOHEL, CaMOe YMHOE M3 TOro, YTO NMpULLSIO B
rosio.y.

Jlnpga onpokuHyna ronoBy BBepX, BrAsabliBasCb B AyLLHOE He6O.

— Bbl npeackasbiBaeTe norogy?

— lNpeackasbiBatoT raganku. A s 3Hato.

— A 4TO BbI eLle 3HaeTe? — Jlnga oTKPOBEHHO CMOTpena B Moe nuuo. U g
CMyTUCs. XOpOoLLO, YTO s 3apoc 6opoaon, MHa4Ye OHa HENPEMEHHO 3ameTuna bbl, Kak
s1 NOKpacHern.

— Hy e, — Toponuna oHa MeHs1. — YT0 Xe Bbl eLle 3HaeTe?

MHe Tak XOTenocb OTBETUTb, YTO A 3HAKD HABEPHSKA, YTO No6NI0...

— 3Hato... 3Hato, 4YTO ecnn cpeam neTta NosABAATCA Ha AePEeBbAX XenTble
NINCTbSA — K paHHEn OCEHU 1 3uMe, — 3arnpOoKMHYB rosioBY, S MOCMOTPES Ha KOpPSIBbIE
YyepHble BeTBU Ayba. Ha Hem He Obino 1 He MOrno ObiTb HA OAHOrO NNCTOYKA.

— A ewe?

— Ewe... Ewe ckopo geHb MNMpokna MNMnakanswuka. [oBOpAT B Hapode, 4To Ha
lMpokna nocne pocbl NPOMOKIIO. B 3TO Bpems poca ocobeHHas, uenebHas. OHa
nomMoraeT OoT MHOrmMx 6onesHen. A ecnu ymoeLlb €10 rnasa — CTaHeLlb fy4lle BUOETb.
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— Ewe, — gpasHuna oHa MeHs.

£ OCTOPOXXHO NPUKOCHYICA K ypoaiMBbIM BETBSIM Ayba, cnoBHo 6osanca ero
paHnTb. XOTS paHUTb MEPTBOIO HEBO3MOXHO.

— 3Hato, 4To nog aTMM Ay6OM YacTo CMasAT Te, KTO BNoGneH.

— Heyxenn? — Jlnga BcnnecHyna nagoHamu. — Hy xe, pacckasbiBanTte, MHe
Tak UHTEPECHO. OTO AEPEBO NPUHOCUT cHacTbe?

— CmoTps komy. Tonbko Tem, KTo BritobneH no-Hacroswemy. OHo... Hy, kak 6bl
yMeeT yragblBaTb HacTOSALLYH N060Bb. Tak roBOpAT cTapoxusnsl. [lepeBo nornbno
MHOroO BEKOB Ha3af, B HEro nonana MonHua. A ogHaxabl, Koraa nog HUM LienoBanuch
BOGMEHHbIE, HA 3aCOXLLINX YEPHbIX BETKAX BbIPOCIN 3eMeHble Nnctbs. A atn
Morsoable noam 6binn cH4acTnMBbI 4O KOHLUA XU3HW. BOT MHOMMe cioga u npuxoasT,
4YTOObI YOOCTOBEPUTHCSA B UCTUHHOCTM CBOEN NMobBU. M ayT, NOSABUTCS NN HA MEPTBOM
aepeBe Monoaas 3eneHb.

JInga cmoTpena Ha MEeHS LUMPOKO pacKpbITbIMK rria3amMu, COBCEM NO-AETCKN.

— W BbI... Bbl cugenu nog atum gyéom?

— [Mpnxogmnocb, — Kak MOXHO HebpexHee Gpocun si.

— W...  Bugenu 3eneHsle nUCToykn? — B ee Bonpoce npo3sy4yan Ucnyr.

A oTpuuaTenbHO nokayan ronoson. A Jlnga obner4eHHo B3gOXHyNa.

— 370 peako cnyyaeTcs, — unocodckn 3ameTnn . — PasBe KTo-HMbyab
MOXeT BbITb cHacTNMB B NIOOBYU LIENYIO XXNU3Hb?

— He 3Hato...

Mbl 3aragoydHo, Kak n TpeboBana cutyaums, 3amonyanu. I monyaHue yxe He
3aBucano Hag Hamu, Kkak rpo3oBoe 06nako. OHO ObINo NEerknmM N NPUATHBIM, Kak
BETEpPOK B 3HOMHbIN AeHb. A s nogymarn, kakon 6ec nonyTtan MeHs npuaymatb 3Ty
MenogpamaTUdHyo NCTOoPUID. YUTO-TO HEe 3amedan paHbLle 3a cobor CNoCoOBHOCTU K
coumHuTenbCTBY. A nocmoTtpen Ha Jingy. OHa rpycTHO BrisgabiBanach B YepHble
nornbune setsun gydba. YTo X, BUANMO, 1 HENNOXOM CounHUTEND. JInga MHe nosepuna.

Hawe monuaHmne nepebunu kpukn, goHocswmecs ¢ bepera.

— Jlupgka! Npewm, Nlnpga! — monoasle noan pasmaxmseany pykamu, 3asbiBas
aeByLwky k cebe. — Jlnga! Ckopo HavHeTcsa goxap! Noewm, Nmaa!l

Benokypbl KpacaB4mK He BblaepXasi U MrHOBEHHO OYYTUIICA BO3re Hac. Ha
MEHs1 OH Jaxe He obpaTtun BHUMaHus. A 6bin 4nga Hero Bpoge 3acoxwero gyba u
y[a4HO BNUCbIBASICA B JIECHOW Neunsax.

— JInpok, 6exum, Tbl BUANLLb, KaKne Ty4u.

B6rm3n oH okasancs eule kpacmee. A nogymar, YTo Takasi AeByLlKa genaet
pSaoOM CO MHON? W HeaoyMeEHHO B3rnsHyn Ha Jlngy.

— Wawn, 3auk, ngun, 9 Bac AOroHto.

HakoHel, oH yooCTou MeHsS1 BHUMaHUEM.

— A, 3Hal0, — A0BOJSIbHO NPUBETANBO YIblOHYNCSA OH, — Bbl MECTHbIN IECHUK?
Uto Xk, Jlnge 6ynet nonesHo ¢ Bamu noobuwaTtbes. En Beab npeanoXxmnu posb NecHom
KonayHbW. A oHa HM YepTa He CMbICINUT B Npupoge. AnTa ropoaa, Tak ckasaTb.

— Wan, 34, nan, — yxxe HaCTOMYMBO NOBTOPUIa OEBYLLKA.

— Hapgetocb, Bbl 4OCTaBUTE HaLL MOJSIOAOW TanaHT B MNOSIHON COXPaAHHOCTN? —
He YHMMarCs KNUnoBbI repoun.

— #A-1o goctaenio. A BOT Bbl NoTOponuTtecb. — A ¢ AenaHHOW TPeBOron
obepHyrncsa B CTOPOHY feca. Enun n cocHbl, NOrpy>KeHHble B CyMpak, CUIbHO
packaymBanmcb Ha NOPbLIBUCTOM BeTpe. 3noBeLe kpuyan ounuH. YepHble BOPOHBI
TPEBOXHO KPYXXMUINUCb HaZ CaMbiMU KPOHaMun AepeBbEB. M 1 MOrMnbHbIM rOfIOCOM
nporyaen npsaMo 3AunKy B Nnuo: — Kak y Hac roBopAT: XoauTb B flecy — BUOETb
CMEepPTb Ha HOCY.
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OAVK B3APOrHys, MalnHanbHO B3MaxHy Ha NpoLLaHbe PyKOW, U €ro CrIoBHO
BETPOM cAyNno. ATo Obin He KW, rae OH MOT CKONbKO YrogHo nsobpaxartb 13 cebs
cynepmeHa. 31o 6bina npMpoaHasi CTUXMS, B KOTOPOW OH HW YepTa He cmblicnnn. U
KoTopon 6osncs.

— OH Hennoxonm napeHb, — BUHOBATO CKa3ana AeBYLUKA, XOTA A TaK U HE NOHSAN,
B YeM OHa BMHOBATA.

— OH npaB, BaLl Hennoxon napeHb. Cenvac xnbiHeT goxab. A Ha CamMcoHa
A0XOb — CeMb Heaenb AoXab. Ham Hy>XHO ycneTb cnpaTaTbea XoTs 6bl cenvac. — A
nocmoTpern Ha TeMHoe HeBO, BCe HUXE U HXKE onycKalLeecd Ha 3eMrto.

CnpsTaTbca Mbl He ycnenu. JIuBeHb 3acTan Hac Ha cepeauHe nytn. A Habpocun
CBOI BETPOBKY Ha nneuun Jingbl, 1 oHa B HeW NodTn yToHyrna. Mel 6exanu no Mokpon
TpaBse, rpsA3b pacTekanacb No4 Horamm, a peskue CTpyu AOXKAS Xnectanu Hac no nuuy.
TpeBOXHO Kpryanu NTULbl, MOry4ne enu, Kak nbsiHble, waTtannucb U3 CTOPOHbI B
cTOpoHy. CTaHOBUNOCH BCe TEMHEE N TEMHEE; Ka3asoCb, YTO HEGO BOT-BOT PyXHET, U
Mbl NOrMéHem nog o6sIoMKamm Tyu.

— MHe cTpawHo, [JaHuk, MHe cTpaluHo! — kpuyana Jlnga, 3axnebbiBasicb
AOXOEM N BETPOM.

— He 6oncs, Jinga! — kpuyan s B otBeT. — Bce 6yaeT xopowo! 3aeck Hac
HU4YTO He TpoHeT!!! — A kpenko cxsaTun Jlnay 3a pyky 1 ckBOo3b pasbyLueBaBLUYOCH
CTUXMIO TaLLmn 3a cobown.

Mo3gHee, koraa Mbl, NPOMOKLUME A0 HUTKKU, TPENNCbL B MOEN CTOpPOXKe, Jlnga
cnpocuna:

— A no4vemy Tbl 6bIN1 YBEPEH, YTO HAC HNYTO He TpoHeT? Beab noboe aepeso
MO0 cBannTbCs Ha Hac! 3anpocTo!

[eByuika cngena B Moen Malnike Ha AnBaHe, CKPECTMB HOMM Mo-TypeLKu, n
Hacnaxmganacb ropstiuMm rIMHTBENHOM, KOTOPbIA A MPUroTOBUIT U3 TPaB 1 AOMAaLLHEro
BUHA.

— Heyxenn HenoHATHO? CBoux He TporatoT. A 51 B necy cBou. K Tomy xe,
3arnoOMHKN XOpoLLEeHbKO, 6eaa He No necy xoauT, a No NaaM.

Jlnga 6pocuna Ha MeHsa BCTPEBOXEHHbIN B3rnsag.

— Hapgetocb, 310 He Npo MeHA? U passe nogm NPpUHOCAT TONbKO HecYacTbe?

£ B3bepoLmnn CBOU MOKPbIE€ BOMOCH! U LUMPOKO YIbIOHYIICA.

— HerT, He Tonbko. N cerogHsa 4 3TO NOHAN...

— Bboxe, kak xopoLo, — BblAOXHYyNa oHa. Ee rnasa 6nectenu, u Ha Lekax
NnosIBUNCS Nerknin pymsiHew,. — Kak XxopoLlo BOT Tak NPOMOKHYTb, NPOAPOrHyTb, a NOTOM
rPeTbCA ropsi4MM BUHOM B TBOEW CTOPOXKE. Thbl cHaCTNUBLIN.

— A TbI?

OHa Ha cekyHAy 3anHynaco.

— A? Moxanyn, ga. CerogHsa 9 No-HacTosLWEMY cYacTnMBa.

A ykyTan Horm geByLUKM NYLUMCTbIM NEA0M M NpUcen BO3ne Hee Ha KOPTOYKax.

— Ckaxu, Jlnga, Tbl 1 BNpsimb OyaeLlb urpatb NECHYI0 KONAYHbIO?

— [la, a yTo? — OHa cnerka cmyTunace.

— W anga aTtoro g Tebe noHagobunca?

Jlnpa 3BoHKO pacxoxotanacbk. Okasanocb, 4To s1 o6oxan ee 6e33ab0THbIN cmex!

— Kakon e Tbl 6onbLuon un rnynbii! A ecnu Obl NECHMK OKa3ancs CTONeTHUM
aenom? Heyxenu Tbl fymMaellb, YTO paav ponuv s C HUM LenoBanach 6b1?!

— A co MHOI pa3Be Tbl yXKe LienoBanacb? — s UCKPEHHE YANBUIICS.

— [la, B MeuTax, — OTKPOBEHHO OTBETMNNA OHA, U €€ ropsLme rnasa
B3BOJIHOBaHHO 6eranu no moemy nuuy. — A HasBy HeT. Ho pa3Be 3TO TpyaHoO
ncnpasutb?
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— Jlerko, oeBoYka MOsi, OMEeHb ferko... — A Hawen ee rops4dne rybol, 1 Ha MOUX
ryGax ocrtancsa npuBKYyC NECHbIX TPaB U JIECHOW CTUXUKN, KOTOpast Hac CerogHs
coeguHuna. Haponro nu?

Umkmk 6e3xm3HeHHO nexan Ha nopore. OH 3a BeCb BEYEP HE NPOPOHUIT HU
3ByKa. M Tonbko koraa S Bbiwen nposoanTb Jlngy, Yvxuk xxanobHo 3ackynun Bcnes.
MHe nokasanocb, OH nnadver.

Bcro gopory Mbl wnu monya. A neitTancs nogobpartb BCe HEXHbIe CrnoBa,
KOTOpble 3Han, N Jaxe Napo4Ky cymen BbldaButb U3 ceds, HO Jlnga pesko MeHs
npepsana.

— He HyxHO, — foBosbHO rpybo oTpesana oHa. — Tbl HE yMeeLlb roBOpUTb
KpacuBble opasbl U YMTaTb CTUXU HE YMeeLlb. OTO U HE K YeMy. S X 3a BCHO XXMU3Hb
3Haellb CKOMbKO Hacnywanacbh?!

— CKOnbKO? — XMypO Cnpocun 1.

JInga mHe He oTBeTuna. Kasanocb, oHa BOOOLLE He xenaeT CO MHOW
pasroBapuBaThb.

Mbl oCcTaHOBMNUCH Y ABepen NaHcuoHaTa. 3 yroTHOro KUpNMYHOro 3aaHus,
OKpaLleHHOro B pO30BbIV LIBET, pa3gaBarncs Becesbii CMeX, cribiwanack 6oapas
My3blka. Tam Becenunuch apy3sbs Jlnabl. M 3a aTMMK cTeHamMu Kunena ee XusHb.
[eByLuKa npucnylmBanachb K aTOMy CMeXy, K 3Ton My3blke 1 ynbibanack. En xotenocb
ckopee Tyaa.

— Hy, noka, — 6e33a60THO Bpocuna oHa MHe Ha NpoLlaHbLe.

— Tl xxaneewb 060 BCem, Jlnga?

— 4 HMKOrAa HU 0 YeM He xaneto. [Nyno XaneTb 0 TOM, YTO yXXe HE UCMPaBUTb.
BeccmbicneHHas TpaTta BpeMeHu, — pesko OTBeTUa oHa.

— Mol ewe BcTpeTumca?

— He 3Hato, — paBHOAYLIHO noxana oHa nnevyamun. — Noyemy 6kl 1 HeT. 3a
3TOT MECSL, HalM NyTU MOTyT nepeceybcs He pas. Jlec 6onbLion.

— Tbl MeHA coBceM He nbub? — NpoaosmKan gonpawmsaTth 4 ee.

— A pasBe s Korga-H1Mbyab rosopuna o nobsn? — nopasmnacb oHa MoeMy
BOMpOCY.

— Torpa kak 3To Ha3BaTb, ecnu He NMboBbL?! — MEHS KONOTUIMO OT 3N0oCTU. A
cebs ene coepxmsan.

— Kak xo4velb, Tak 1 HasbiBan! — BbI3blBaloLLEe BCTPSAXHYIA OHA rofoBon. —
Moxellb — MOoen NPUXOTbI0, MOXELLb — COJSTHEYHbIM yaapoM. A eLle nyywie —
yaapoM MOSHWUW, KOTOpas B HAC Tak 1 He nonana.

— 4 mory 1 nokpenye nogobpaTtb crnosal

— lMoxanywncra, cnos Ha ceBeTe MHOro. Ho 4 nofo3peBato, YTO BblpaXeHus
nokpenye tebe Gnmxe!

— [ypa Tbl! — TepneHuto moeMy npuLien koHew,. U a gaxe suenuscsa B nreyn
Jlnge v BcTpsaAxHyn ee. — lNpocTo pasbanoBaHHas gypa!

Ee rnasa rHeBHO cBepkanu, nyxnbi poT 6bin NoaXart, MHe Nnokasanocb, OHa
MeHS cendac ygaput. A xxgan atoro ygapa. U Bapyr, B O4HY CEKYHAY, Tak HUYEro U He
coobpasmB, NOYYBCTBOBAS HA CBOUX rybax ropsiunm MrHOBEHHBbIN nouenyn. U B aTy xe
CeKyHAy AeByLlKa CKpblfack 3a BopoTaMmu naHcnoHata. OHa 6exana no opoxke,
yCbINaHHOM PO30BbIM rpaBmeM. A s1 Tyno cMOTpen en Bcnea. A abCcontoTHO HNYEro He
noHMmars. 3To HEMOHMMaHNE MEHS N OTTankMBarno, N packansano 0gHOBPEMEHHO.
Homown, ckopee gomon. Ho g yxxe yyBCTBOBAI, kak 3Ta BonwebHas dpasa TepsieT CBOH
cvny.

3 oueneHeHns meHs BbiBen MULLKWH ronoc.
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— On, [JaHbKa, HY OYHMCb Xe, Yero CTouLb, Kak 6oneaH.

Moxanyn, B 3Ty MUHYTY 1 AENCTBUTENBHO Obin NOXox Ha 6oneaHa. Mon
B6eccmbicneHHbIn B3rnag 6eran no nuuy, durype Muwkun. U He Bugen ero.

— Hy xe, daHbka. Yero 3geckb Topuniwb! Toxe Ha TaHubl npywen? HakoHew-TO
Bblbpancsa, oMk meaeeasb!

[MocTeneHHO A0 MeHA Ha4an OXOAUTb CMbICH CIoB. A y)Ke MOr pasrnageTb
Muwky. VI paxke NpUCBUCTHYN OT yAUBNEHUS.

— Thbl, 4yT0 NM, Mnwika? Hy, Tebsa He y3HaTb!

MuLwka caMog0BOSIbHO NOKPYTUICS nepeg MOMM HOCOM. B HOBOM YepHOM
KOCTIOME, KYMIEHHOM B YeCTb OKOHYaHUs AEBATUNETKWN, NpaBaa, Ha BbIPOCT, U
nosiocaTom ranctyke, Muwika kasancs gaxe crtaplue CBoux naTHaguaTu ner.

— Anpga co mHomn, [laHbka! TyT 3Haewwsb kakoe Becenbe! Npasga... — Muwka
3anHyrncd, noyecan 3a yxoMm, orfsiAieB MeHs ¢ Hor o ronosbl. — lMpaBaa, BMAOK y Tebs
eLle ToT...

— Ewe 10T, — cornacuncsa 8. — [1a, ecnun 4eCTHO, 1 TaHUO0P S HAKYObILWHUA. A
Tbl UAN, BeCcenucb. — A Ha cekyHAay 3amsncsa. — Hy, B obuwem, ecrnv 4to — 3axogu.
Mo6onTaem.

— 3anay, daHbka, ecnv 4Tto. — MuLika nykaBo MHE MOAMMUIHYI U TYT Xe
CKpbISiCA 3a BOPOTaMu naHcuMoHaTa.

A noHypo 6pen No NPOTOPEHHOW NIECHOW Jopore, YXXe He crnewwa gomon. MHe
OMOCTLINEN N MO A0OM, U MOsi Aopora. A rae-1o Yntan, 4To Koraa npmxoamT noboBb, TO
OCTpee HaunHaellb YyBCTBOBaTbL MUP, NpUpoay, 3anaxu, useT. A wen no necy,
HanNoOSTHEHHOMY CaMbIMK Pa3HOOBpPa3HbIMK 3anaxammn U UrparoLLemMy caMmbiMm
yOomBUTENbHbIMW KpackaMmn. VI coBcem He YyBCTBOBAs UX M HUYEro He Buaen. U Bce xe
3TO 03Hayano, 4Yto s BrOONEeH.

BrnsgbiBasicb B ApKO-3efeHble, eLle MOKPbIe KPOHbI BLICOKUX COCEH, 1 BUOEN
MOKpbIe KpbILLX BbICOTOK BorbLioro ropoaa. A Babixan CBEXUW NecHon BO3ayxX — U
owlyLian 3anax asBToMoobunbHOM rapu. A wen no COYHOM TpaBe — 1 oLlyLan noa
HOraMm NOPUCTYIO AOPOXKKY acanbTa... A ewe octaBanca 34ecb, HO MOU MbICIn Bbinu
yxe TaMm. Tam, rage xmserT Jinga. I MHe xoTenock Tyaa, B 3TOT HEMOHATHLIW YY>KOWU MUP,
KOTOPbIN MHE cTan Tak gopor. [loToMy 4To 5 6k BMOGMAEH.

A cnegyowmnm yTpom Ko MHe 3asasuncs Muwka. I MHe BHOBb NMpuLnock genatb
BUA, 4Tto 6e3pasnnyHo, Kak npowen sevyep. A MuLke npuwniock genatb BUA, YTO Y
Hero HeT HUKaKoro xenaHus o6 aTom pacckasbiBaTb. HEMHOIo nourpas B 9Ty CTPaHHYO
Urpy, 1 HaKOHeL, Kak MOXHO 6e33aboTHee cnpocurl, Kak NpoLunv BYepa TaHubl. [pu
39TOM S O4eHb CTapaTeribHO pasfnuean 4arn B YallKu, CFIOBHO 3TO 3aHATUE SBMANOCh
ANS MeHSA caMbIM rMaBHbIM B XXU3HU. MuLka [onro He oTBeYarn, NOCKOSbKy Obin
nornoLleH Yyaenutnem. B aTOT MOMEHT MHE XOTenoChb AaTb NapHI0 NoA3aTbINIbHUK, HO
BMECTO 3TOro 51 TaCKOBO CMPOCUS1, Kak CamMoro JOPOroro rocTs:

— MoxeT, Hanbelwb B 6ritogeyvko? Tak ObiCTpee OCTbIHET.

— ¥Yry, — npombivan Muwwika, nepenusas 4am B 6nogue.

— Tebe ¢ MannHOBbLIM NN EXXEBUYHBIM? — NPOAOIXan BOpKkoBaTb £, No-
npexHemy xenas spesaTtb MuLuke.

— C exeBUYHbIM... I ¢ ManuHoBbIM...

Boobuue, B kakne aTo BpeMeHa, s pacnvarn C yTpa 4au, Kak KymyLuka ¢
cocegKkon 3a cBeTckumm becegammn?

— Tak 4yTo Tbl cnpocun? — MuLwka caguCcTCKu ynblbHYNCs.

— Korga? — a okpyrnun rnasa.



19

— [la coBcem HepgaBHO!

— lMoHaTtnsa He nmeto! A... TocTon... [Npo BapeHbe?..

Muwika HeTepnenueo 3aep3an Ha cTtyne. OH xoTen nobegnTb.

— [la HeT, 370 elle A0 BapeHbs ObINo.

— Hy, 310 4, 6paT, He npunomHo. Mano nu 4Yto mor nanHyTb! — A xoTen
nobeantb He MeHblwe Muwkn. I mHe 3To yaanocsk. A Bce xe Obin cTapLue v onbiTHeE.

— Hy, Tbl YTO-TO roBOpPWI NPO BYEPALLHWIA BEYEP...

— A?! 310 Tl HAYMHAN pacckasbiBaTb NPO TaHUbl. Tak 4YTo, NnoTaHuesan? — A
npekpacHo 3Harsl, 4To y Muwkn mano spemenun. U emy 3agact otel, ecnu oH BOBpeMS
He sABUTCS.

MuLka TsKeno B34OXHYM M MOCMOTPEST Ha Yackl. Y Hero yXe He Oblfno BpeMeHu
Ha nocnegHun payHa. MNMpuwnock caaTbes.

— B obuwewm, ga. [laxxe ognH pas c aTol... TBoen... Aptuctkon... Cama
npurnacuna, — noxsacTtarsrics OH.

Y MeHs1 OT BOSTHEHNA NepexBaTuUno AbixaHue. MuLwKy oHa npurracuna
HecnpocTa. COMHeBalCb, YTO e MPUMNSAHYICSA 3TOT JIONOYXUN AePEBEHCKMI NaLaH.

Mwuwwika nogHanca ¢ mecra.

— B obwem... — OH noyecan 3a OTTONbIPEHHBIM YXOM. EMy O4eHb HE XOTenoch
NPOCTO Tak, 4apoM, BblKnagbiBaTb KapTbl Ha cTon. — B obwem, roBopuna, 4to ryndarb
roe-To TyT 6yaeT Heganeko... boutca 3abnyauteca. Tak Tl 370... YT06 goMa 6bin...
Bopyr 3abnygutca n HabpegeT Ha TBOK CTOPOXKY...

A xpoan Becb AeHb, NOTOM — BECb Bevep, a N0OTOM — 1 BCHO HOub. Jlnga Tak n
He npuwna.

Cnegytowmm yTpom g 6eccmbicrieHHO 6poann Heganeko oT NaHCMOHaTa,
nobbiBan Ha o03epe, nocnaen Bosne craporo gyba, MCToOpuUo KOTOPOro npuayman
cneumanbHO Ans Hee. A Tak xoTen ee BCTpeTuTb. W He BCcTpeTun. A He YyyBcTBOBan
Huyero. Tonbko 6eweHble puTMbl cepaua. CnoBHO ObiN 3aKpbIT B CNANibHOM BaroHe.
UeTbipe cTeHbl. [lycToTa. U yaapsl konec. Heyxenun oHa Takass — noboBb?

Beuyepom s He Bblgepkan. Hapsaunca B CBOWM e ANHCTBEHHbIN KOCTIOM, 6enyto
py6axy n ranctyk B NosiocKy — BbIIMTbIM Muwika. Tonbko MHE ganeko He naTHaguaThb.
N MHe Henb3s O6bITb cMeLHbIM. U Bce e A Obln CMELLOoH. A wen Ha TaHLbl.

Moxanyn, meaBeapb, 3asBUBLLMACA HEXOAHHO-HEeragaHHo Ha 6an, Bbirnagen ool
Bonee rapMoOHUYHO, Hexenn . U Bce xXe MeHsi BOCMPUHANM MMEHHO Kak MeaBeas.
TaHeu npekpaTuncd. A novyyBcTBoBan Ha cebe OeCATKN YANBNEHHbIX rnas.

OTU cTonNu4YHble 6bInn coBcem apyrne. Coscem. OHM BbINM B AbIPABbLIX JXKMHCAX,
NOMSATBLIX MalKax, CTONTaHHbIX KpoccoBkax. OHU U3 Apyroro Mmpa, KOTOporo st He 3Har.
MoTtomy uTO, Kak n MuLika, gyman, YTo Ha TaHuUbl NPUXO4AT HapsiAHbIMU. MuLike 3TO
COLUSIO C PYK — OH CIULLKOM MOSoA. A e BbIrnagen no MeHbllen mepe gypakom. o
bonblien — cymacweawmm. VI MHe Tak XxoTenocbh onpaBaaTb cebsi, 06bACHUTL, YTO A
npuwlen NpsiMo ¢ 3acefaHusi npaBrieHns necHndyectsa. Ho a1o 6bino 6kl ewe rnynee.
MoaTtomy s npomonyann.

A ctoan megsenem, amBLUMMCS 6e3 npurnaweHus Ha 6an n H14Yero He
noHMMarLwwmm B aToM 6ane. MeHs Bbipyymna Jlnaa. OHa nogckouunna KO MHe U
pagoCTHO BOCKMMKHYMA:

— BoT Bngute, kakme moryT 6bITb ranaHTHble necHukun! He Bam veta! boxe, kak
AaBHO 4 He TaHLeBara ¢ My>XX4YMHOW B KOCTOMeE!

A ycnbliwan 3a cBoen CNUHOM exnaHbIn WenoT. Tuna Toro, YTo aTa AeBOYKa, Kak
BCeraga, OpurMHanbHUYaer.

BHoBb rpsaHyna mysbika. Jlnga, o6BMB MO0 LLEK pyKamMu, cTana Kpy>XuTb CO
MHOW B Banbce. XOoTs 3TO 1 He bbina BanbcoBas My3blka. OHa TaHueBarna nerko u
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rpaumMo3HO, ee XOpPOLLO y4Ynniv TaHueBasrlbHOMy MacTepCTBY B MHCTUTYTe. Ho g
oKasarcs He BNoJsiHe NpUrogHbIM NapTHEPOM, MOCTOSAHHO CNOTLIKANCA U HacTynan
Jlnge Ha Horn. C Tpyaom ocunun 3ToT TaHew,

EnBa ctuxna mysbika, AeByLUKa nogseria MeHs K rpynnke monogbix nogen. OHu
¢ NtoboNbITCTBOM pasrnaabiBanv MeHs, Kak 9K30TUYECKOE Yy4eno B 300510rMYECKOM
My3ee, BpocuB napy Konknx gpas B agpec Jingbl. dguka g SBHO pasgpakarn, OH U He
NblTancs 3To CKPbITb.

— Ecnn 661 g 66111 XyA0XKHUKOM, — 06paTUiCs OH KO MHe, CBepKasi
HacMeLLNUBLIM B3rnsiaomM, — s1 6bl HenpemMeHHO HapucoBan Bawl nopTpeT. [NopTpeT
Hallero COBPEMEHHMKA, KOTOPOro B COBPEMEHHOM MUpe He ObiBaeT. Tak ckasaTb,
3KCKITO3MB.

— A 4, ecnn 66l UMeN YecTb ObITb XYJOXHUKOM, — COBEPLLUEHHO CEPbe3HO
oTBETUN A, — TO BoobLLe 6bl He pucoBan ntogen. OHU K Tak B XKU3HWU CIIULLKOM
pucytotca. MNpencraBnseTe, 4TO MOXET NOMy4YUTbCA Ha Bymare?

JInpa 3BOHKO pacxoxoTanacbh U CHUCXOOUTENbHO NoTpenana danka no HebpuTon
weke. OH 310 yBepHyIcs.

— O, ¢ BaMu MOXHO roBopuTb 0 xmnsonucu! M B kakon xxe maHepe Bbl Obl
pucoBanu ceon gpemMy4dnin nec? MIMnpeccmoHmnam, aKCNPeCCUOHN3M, NyaHTUIN3M?

A noxan nne4yamu.

— Pa3sBe gns aToro Hy>kHa ocobeHHasa maHepa? A gyman, ansa Toro YTobbl
pucoBaTb, HY>XEH BCETO NNLLb TasaHT.

OOVK pasapaxXeHHO MaxHyI pykon. M nepeluen B OTKPbITOE HACTyMfeHe.

— Bnpo4em, Mbl Tepsaem 3ps BpeMs, pasrnaronbcTeys 06 nckyccrae. botock, Bbl
CIMULLKOM NPUMUTMBHBI 414 3TOrO.

— A BooOue-To aToro He 6otockb. Ho npusHato, 4YTo Bbl NpaBbl. Mup, B KOTOPOM
S1 KMBY, NPUMUTUBHEE N HACTOSbKO ke boraye n cmenee Bawero. XygoXXHUKK, KCTaTw,
B OCHOBHOM MpeanoynTatoT n3obpaxaTb MMEeHHO ero. J1loam Tak peako XOpoLUo
nosly4aroTCs Ha XosicTe.

— Jlrogm BoOGLWE peako nonyyatTcal — nogaepxana meHsa Jinga v nokpyTuna
nanbueMm y B1CKa, obpaliasiCb HENOCPEeACTBEHHO K OauKy. U TyT e, noaxBaTuB MeHS
nog pyKky, notawmna K Bbixoay.

£ 6bl Ha MecTe Dauka Bpe3an MHE XOPOLLEHBbKO, BeAb OH SIBHO Obin
HepaBHoAayLeH K Jlnage. Hy, B kpanHeM crnyyae, MOXXHO Oblflo F(POMKO CBUCTHYTb HaMm
Bcnen. Ho Bcnepq 3Byyano monyaxue. Jlioan n BNnpsaMb peako nosyyarTcs.

YXe Ha ynuue, eaBa CTYNMB Ha NIECHYO Tpony, BeAyLlyo K AoMY, S No-
HacTosLemy nepesen gyx. A dyBcTBoBan cebs B cBoen CTuxmmn. A 6bin co BCeX CTOPOH
3alLULLEH.

— A 9 1 He oxnaana, YTo Tbl Tak yMeeLb NMKnpoBaTbes. — Jlnga npmxkanacb
LLIEeKOM K MOeMY nrievy.

— KcTtatun, 9 nOHATUA HE UMELD, YTO TaKoe UMMPECCUOHN3M. Thl LLOKMPOBaHA?

— ¥YBbl. Ho 3TO nerko ncnpasutb. Bcero nuwb CTUnb B UCKYCCTBE, Koraa
XYOOXHUK Xo4eT Boree ecTeCTBEHHO 3aneyaTtneTb MUP, Kak Obl ero kaxagoe
MrHOBEHWE, AbIXaHWe YTO N, ABMXKEHNE N MUMONETHOCTb...

— A pasBe no-gpyromy MOXxHoO pucoBaTtb? He noHumato... Ecnv no-gpyromy
Henb3s, Toraa BoooOLLe Henb3s.

— MoxHo, eLe kak MOXXHO! — Jlnga ewe TecHee npuxkanacb K MOeMy nredvy. —
Boxe, kakoe cyacTbe, YTO Tbl HE XYAOXHMWK, HE apTUCT, HE MY3bIKaHT...

— W He repon knuna...
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— Ocob6eHHO 3T0. — XonoaHble FY6bI JIngbl kacanucb Y>Ke MOo€ero n6a, Hoca,
Lek. — boxe, Kak OHM MHEe BCe HafoenNu, Kak OHM MHe Bce Hagoenu. Kak oHu... — Ee
Fy6bl HaKOHeU-TO HallJin MOMW.

3emnsa gaBHO ywna us-nog Hor. W conHue Toxe NokMHyno Hac. U kyga-to
ncyesnu gepesbs. N a gaxe He YyBcTBOBan Heba. Huuero, HU4ero Bokpyr He 6bISo.
Monbin Bakyym. Kocmoc. B HeM cyulecTBoBanu Torbko Mbl ABoOE. U a1 yke He xanen o
CBOEM 3efIeHOM Mupe, NPONMTaHHOM CBEXMMM 3anaxamu n nokoem. W Jinga He
Kanena o cBoeM, 3anblfieHHOM U cymaTolHoM. Mbl 6binmn BaBoem. I Ham okasanocb
A0CTaTo4vyHO aToro. Haw kocmoc yctpamsarsn Hac. Ml ero HeBeCOMOCTb, U ero nycroTa.
'Ae He 6bINO HKM 3anaxoB, HM 3BYKOB. [[Ae ocTanuch TONbKO Mbl ABoe. U, HaBepHo,
Hawa noboBb. A yxxe 3Han, YTo aTo Takoe. U, noxanyn, Mor HapucoBaTtb €e B CBOEM
BooOpaxeHun. Ee gbixaHne, ee MrHOBEHUE, ee MUMOSNETHOCTb. IMNPEeCCUOHUCTLI
Mornn 66l MHe No3aBnaoBaTh. A pucoBan He xyxe... Passe koMmy-HUByab yaaBanocb
HapucoBaTb NoboBbL?

Tak Havyanacbk Hawa nbosb. Bnepeaun y Hac 6bin Lenbin mecay. A 3To Hemarlo.
Bornee Toro, 4 Boobwe cumtan, 4to gns 6onbLion noben mecsaua BNosHe JOCTATOYHO.
3a mMecsy naun He yenerT HagoecTb ApYr ApYry, He yCnewT y3HaTb Bce Apyr Npo
apyra, u gaxe He ycnetoT nopyratbcs. [1po 6bIToBble MeNno4vm BoobLe Hevero
roBoputb. bbIT 3a MecsL He cnocobeH youTb NwboBb. ITO yKe NOTOM — B X04e, Tak
ckasaTb, MPOBEPKN YyBCTB 1 XenaHui... Mbl He gymanu o npoBepke. Hac xagan mecsu
no6su.

Jlnpa 6onblue BpeMeHn NpoBOAUIIa Y MEHS B CTOPOXKE, YeM B NnaHcuoHaTe. OHa
6e30roBOPOYHO NPUHSAA MOK XM3Hb, C YOOBONbCTBMEM FOTOBMMA ANA MEHS,
nonueana useTbl U AepeBbs B cagy. [Ana Hee Bce 6bIN0 B HOBUHKY. HOrga mHe
Ka3anocb, YTO OHa NPOCTO UrpaeT posib ATaKOW AepPeBEHCKON NACTYLLKN N 4acTo —
nepewurpbiBaeT. Ho s 3akpbiBan Ha 3To rnasa. A 6bin BntobneH. M 6bin yBepeH, 4To oHa
BntobrneHa He MeHbLUe. A He Bepur, Y4To urpaTtb B Jl060Bb BO3MOXHO, Koraa He
noduwb. A 6biN 04eHb ganek oT KMHemaTtorpada.

Humxuk ¢ Jlngon Tak n He capyxuncsa. HasepHO NOTOMy, YTO OHa €ro
BOCMNpPUHMMAra BCero nNuLlb Kak Moo cobaky, a He Kak Moero nydiiero gpyra. A moxeTt
ObITb, MPOCTO K HEMY peBHOBana. Ynmxnk pesHoBasn He MeHbLUe. I OHM B HEKOTOPOM
poge 60ponnch 3a MOe UCKNIDYUTENbHOE BHUMaHME.

— Hy xe, aHbka, — Jlnga He pa3 HacTpamBana MeHsa npotme Ymxnka. — A
aonyckato, 4To cobaka MOXeT cTaTb APYroM, HO He Mory cebe npeacTaBuTb, YTOObI OHa
cTana ny4dwum gpyrom. NotomMy 4To Tak He GbiBaeT.

— Tak 6biBaeT. TONbKO TaK U AOSMKHO ObITb, — Apa3Hun A AeByLuKy. 1 B
oyepenHon pas nbitanca NpUMMUpUTL ee ¢ Ymxkukom. — Hy xe, Jlnagka, nogyman,
BCMOMHM XOTS Obl cBOUX Apy3en. Ckonbko pa3 oHn Tebs npegaBanu? A CKOSbKO
obmaHbiBanm? A ckonbko 3aBuagoBanun? Ara? A Ymxuk HM pasy Npo MeHs1 4ypHOro
cnoBa He ckasarn. A 3aTo Kak OH yMmeeT cnywaTtb! A Mory eMmy packpbiTb Nobyo TarHy,
N OH HUKOrAda ee He pasHeceT Mo BCEMY CBETY.

— Tbl npocTo 6ounwbesa nogen. Bot n Bca TBos gounocodus. Tol 6Gomwbes
npaeabl. BoT 1 Hawen cebe rmyxoHeMoro apyra, KOTOPbIN TOSIbKO U MOXET, YTO NM3aTb
TBOM HOMN. Takon 60MbLION U CUMbHBIN, Tbl BoMLbLCS, YTO TeDSA MOryT npefaTtb, NOTOMY
n Bblbpan cebe Toro, KTo He NpeAaeT TONbKO NOTOMY, YTO NpeAaBaTtb He YyMeeT. A He
NOTOMY, YTO HE XO4eT.

Ykuk rpomMko 1 cempeno nasan Ha Jlngy. A xBatan ero 3a owenHuK, onacasicb,
YTO OH MOXET YKYCUTb OEBYLLKY.
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— He obwxamn ero, oH Beab BCe NOHMMAaeET, — rpycTHO oTeeYan 1 Jlnge,
KoTopasi, B OTNn4YmMe oT Ymxumka, MeHs MoHMMana ropasao MeHblue. A CKONbKO Obl
OCTanocb 3TOro NOHMMaHMSA Nocne Mecsua Hallen noobsn?

Moxanyn, A nocneLwwmnn ¢ yTBepXXaeHMeM, YTo 3a Mecsil, HAYTO He CnocoBHO
oMpaunTb NoboBL. BCkope A NOHAM, YTO AN 3TOro 4OCTaTo4HO U AHSA. U Bce e Mos
npaega 3akn4vanacb B TOM, YTO Xallkui Mecsu Ha o6mabl, pa3odYapoBaHus U1
HEenNpPUATHOCTN MOXHO 3akpbiBaTh rnasa. 3anpocto. Korga cunbHo BritobneH.

Mbl ¢ Jlugon He ckpbiBann cBoMx YyBCTB. [1pOCTO Mbl camu cKpbiBanucb. Ham
ObINI0 4OCTAaTOYHO BUAETL APYr ApYra, NpuKacaTbCa APYr K ApYry, BMECTE CMEATLCS U
n3pegka cnoputb n3-3a Ymkuka. M Bce xe 6e3 Bbixoga «B nogn» o6onTuch
HEBO3MOXHO. XOTH 6bl MOTOMY, YTO BOKPYIr MHOIO COJSIHLA, 3ENIEHN N CBEXEro BO3ayxa.
M notomy, 4TO B 9TOM rogy Bbl4anocb Ha peakocTb xopollee neto. Mo HeagaBHue
NPOrHO3bl O CEMW HeAENAX OOXAs He onpaBaanucb. CamMcoH B 3TOM rogy urpan Ha
MOEWN CTOPOHE.

Koraa s1 6bin cBobGOAEH, Mbl BCTpeYanuch ¢ JIngon nog Hawmnm 3acoxXwmm
aybéom. U Jlnpa kaxabii AeHb HETepnenvBo ero ocmaTpusana.

— Hwu ogHoro 3eneHoro nuctoyka! — OHa 4yyTb He nnadva 6una Horom rno Mxy,
obnenuslemy ay6 co BCEX CTOPOH.

MHe nHoraa He Tepnenochk cka3aTb e, YTo s Bce 6eCCOBECTHO Bblayman — u
Npo OepeBO BNIOOMNEHHbIX, M MPO TO, Kak NOSABMNATCS HA MEPTBOM AepeBe NNCTOYKN
Toraa, Korga nboBb crnyyaeTcs. HO Tak 1 He OTKpbIBasn en 3ToM ManeHbKON TarHbl.
MHe HpaBunacb Mosi BbigyMKa. W nHorga s cam B Hee Bepurn.

— Hy xe, Jlnga, — 9 obHnman ee 3a nneyun, — He 6yab KanpusHbiM pebeHKOM.
Mbl Tak Mano 3HakoMbl. Pa3Be MOXHO MOHATL 3a Takoe KOPOTKOE BPeEMS BCe Mpo
noboBb?

— A npu 4yem TYT Bpema? XoTsa aa... KoHeyHo... YTo MOXHO NoHATL?.. OcobeHHOo
aepes.y.

— Hy, nepeBo, ecnu xo4velwb 3HaTb, NOHMMaET ropa3go 6onbLle Hallero.
MoTtomy yto 6onbLie BUAUT. N BonbLue XnBeT.

— Ho onsaTtb e — monuur.

— OTkyaa Tbl 3Haewb? MoxXeT BbiTb, 3TO Mbl €ro He CrbiWnM. A MOXET ObITb,
MOJTYUM Mbl A1 HETO.

— OX Tbl, 6OTaAHWK...

Jlngka ctenuna nokpbiBano Ha 3emrto, NIoXnUnach 1 crnagko notarmsanack. A s
Yacamu mor nbosaTtbes eto. M monyvatb. Kak aepeBo. M He cnbiwaTh ee 6e33ab0THY10
©onToBHI0. A OHa BCe pacckasbiBana n pacckasbiBana 06 orHsax bonbLuoro ropoaa.
NHorpa s BcnommnHan MapuanHy KnpunnosHy. OHM OTHOCUITUCB K CBOEMY ropoay
abconTHO ogmHakoBo. NpoknuHas, pyras, 063biBasi, OHM O4eHb ero nbunu. I mHe
Kasanocb, 1 TOXXe HaunHato ero nbutb. A BO3MOXHO, 8 NnpocTo nodwun fluay. N mHe
y>Ke CTaHOBWUITOCb BCE pPaBHO rae 6biTb, NULb 6bl ObITb C HEMN.

OpHaxabl 1 B oMepeaHon pas yuun Jluay nnaesatb, oHa 6apaxTtanach B BOAE,
Kak 6ecrnomoLlHbIN pebeHOoK, LennssiCb 3a MOU NeYn 1 OCTaBnss Ha CNUHe cneabl OT
uapanuvH. 3ta KapTnuHa MHe bbina o4eHb 3HakoMown. A He pa3 Habngan ee, Korga
CTOSN 3a AEPEBOM UM Crieann 3a YyXnm npasgHnKoMm, B KOTOPOM Becenunucb mos Jlvaa
n Oauk. Tenepb Ha ero mecte 6bin . 3TO MEHA HECKOMBbKO CMYLLAMN0o 1 gaxe 3nuno, HO
s1 cOepXuBarncs, Bcerga NoMHs, YTo Hallen Nbsm oTNyLWweHO 04YeHb Mano BpeMeHu. A
NPOCTO CTaparcs Kak MOXXHO MeHbLUE NOXOANTb Ha Jauka. Ho y MeHsa He nony4anocs.
A Tak e Kpenko npwxknman k cede Jlngy, Tak xxe 6pocan ee B BOAY M OQHaXAbl TaK Xe
NPULENWI XENTYI0 KYBLUMHKY K €€ Bonocam. boxe, HeyXenu B XXM3HN NOXOXMN He
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TONbKO NOAMN, HO N UX XKECTbI U Aaxe ux ntoboBb? Kak, 40MmKHO ObiTb, 3BE34bl CMETCA
Hag Hamu, Koraa Mbl X Ha3blBa€M OANHAKOBbLIMM. ..

M BOT B 0auH 13 Taknx 6€e3061aHbIX YPOKOB U3 BOAbI BHE3AMNHO BbIHbIPHYA
Barnbka, odyTMBLUIMCE Heganeko oT Hac. Mokpas, BecHyw4aTas, co CAuNWnMMmca
KOPOTKMMM BONIOCaMM U KpaCHbIMU OT BOAbI rNa3aMn, OHa HarnoMmuHana naryLoHka.
Jlnpga ot HeOXNOaHHOCTU BCKPUKHYIA:

— On, a 310 YTO 3a NAryWoHOoK?!

— 310 Banbka, — obpeyeHo npeacrasun A AeByLKy. — [loyka goKTopa
KHyToBa. Mow xopoLuui apyr.

— Kak Ymxuk nnmn Bce-taku nydwe? — nogo3puTtenbHO NOKOCUacb Ha MeHs
Jnpa.

— C Ymxukom coctasatbess — rmbnoe geno. M Bce-takm Banbka — xopoLuuni
Apyr.

— W rmaBHOE — XOpOLLEHbKNN, — CO 3NOCTbI0 Opocuna mHe B nuuo Jinga.

A Banbka passepHynach 1 nonnbina. 34ecb oHa YyBcTBoBana ceb4a kak poiba B
Boge. M yxxe HM Kanenbku He HanoMuHana nsrywoHKa, a ckopee noxoguna Ha pycarky.
A yxxe He BUAEN ee KOPOTKMX CAMMLLMXCS BOJSIOC, ee NIIOTHOrO BECHYLIYaTOro Tena.
OHa Hblpsana 1 BbiHbIpuBana BHOBb. O4eHb rmbkas, kak cTebenek KenTon KyBLUNHKN.
OHa noxunacb Ha CnnHy 1 nerko rpebna pykamn. Kak nogka, 3atepsiBLuasicsl B BOfIHaX
Mopsi. U nyumn conHua nrpanu Ha ee MOKpoMm Terne. A nckpeHHe 3antoboBancsa Banbkomn.
Moe ntoboBaHue He YCKOMb3HYIO OT XEeCTKOro B3rnsaa Jlngel, kotopas Bapyr (310t
©ecnomMoLLHbI pebeHOoK, KOTOPbIM TOSIBKO U MOT, YTO BapaxTaTbCs B BOAE) U3SALLHO
HbIPHYNa 1 nonneina. He meHee nerko n kpacneo. OHa Nnbina dbpaccom, genas TOYHble
CUMMETPUYHbIE ABWXKEHMUS, a 3aTeM nepeLuna Ha 6attepdnan. A Tyno cMoTpen Ha
Hee. W He BMaen ee KpacoTbl. A NPOCTO BAPYr MOHSAM, YTO OHAa HacTo4dLasa
npodeccunoHanka. HaBepHsika He pa3 nobexaasLuas B ropoacKnx copeBHoBaHUsX. U
TaK IOBKO BOAMBLUAA MeHS 3a Hoc. boxe, a 9 Beab 9TO Nogo3peBan elle Toraa, korga
OHa urpana c 3aukom. Eule torga... Tenepb e OHa ycTpouria CopeBHOBaHMUS C
Banbkon. U g ot BCcen aywmn noxenan en npourpatb. Pe3ko pa3sepHyBLUUCH, A NONJbIN
K 6epery.

Jlnpga gorHana MeHs, korga 51 yxke, BblbpaBLUNCL U3 NTIECHbIX 3apOCen, 310 U
pelmnTenbHO HanpaBnsascs K AoMy.

— [ypak xe Tbl, kKakon gypavyok. — OHa obHANa MeHa c3aaun 3a nnedn. A He
obepHyncs.

— Hy He morna xe s1 CNOKOMHO CMOTPETb, Kak Tbl NtobyeLbcs aTUM
narywoHkoM. BoT 1 npuwwinocb camon nokasaTtb Knacc, — Myprblkana Jlnga, rmags
MO0 CMUHY.

— 4 NOHATUA HE UMEN, YTO MOXHO B OOHY CEKYHAY HayuYnTbCs Tak nnaBaTb. Tbl
nNpocTo ByHAepkMHA. [lymato, Tebe noa cuny u cnopTUBHOE, M NOABOAHOE NilaBaHMe.
MoxeT ObITb, MEHS HayuYnLLb?

— Ho novimu, Munbin, 3TN ManeHbKne XMTPOCTN BbiNn NpuaymMaHbl cneunanbHo
ansa 1ebs. Tebe Begb NPUATHO ObINO y4NTb MEHS NaBaHbo, — onpaeabiBanacs Jlvaga
nepen Moeu 31101 CrUHOWN.

— HackonbKo 4 3Hato, 3TU XMTPOCTU Obinn NpuayMaHbl NnoHavany Anga KnumnoBoro
reposi, — BHe3anHasi MbICb BAPYr OCEHUNA MEHS, N s pe3ko 0bepHyncs. M cTonkHyncs
C HEBWMHHbIM B3rnsigom. — Ckaxu, Jlngka, TonbKo YECTHO... TONbKO YECTHO,
noxanyncra... Torga... Koraa 9guk yumn 1ebs nnaeatb, Tbl 3HanNa...

— Y10 3Hana? — Jlnga xutpo collypunacs.

— Hy... Yto s Habntogato 3a Tobon?
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— KoHeuHo, 3Hana, — npocTo oTBeTUsa oHa. — Hy, Kakon HopMaribHbIN MY>XUK
He NpuaeT Ha CBMAAHWe, eCcnu ero HasHavaeT Takada geByLuKa, Kak S.

— Kakas gesywka? — A Haxmypuncs. — JIryHbs, BpYHbS, UHTPUraHka...

— lMpopgormxan, npogormkan! — Jlnga y>xe OTKPOBEHHO CMeANach.

MHe Tak Xo0Tenocb NPoAoMKNTL — U K TOMY e Be3gapHas aktpuca. Ho Jluga
npwxanacb KO MHe BCeM TenoM. Ee Bonochl, eLle MoKpble, MPUATHO LLeKoTann Moe
L0 N NAxXnN XKENTbIMU KyBLUMHKAMMU.

— W k TOMy Xe npekpacHasi akTpuca, — NpoAoShKMNa oHa 3a MeHs.

N 9 He cmor en Bo3pa3uTb. A nornagun ee BnaxHble BONOChI, NPUKOCHYIICA K
HUM rybamu. Y Hac 6bI1 BCero nuulb Mecsl,...

A Bevepowm, nposoame Jlngy, A xxgan nosasneHus Banbku. 3To 661110 B ee ayxe.
OHa HenpeMeHHO omKHa Oblna NosABUTLCA N YCTPOUTL ckaHaan. K yemy s Obin roTos.
[axe npuayman Kpaco4vHbIi MOHOMOT 1 NpuBIiek Ymknka K cBoen 3awmre.

— Tbl NOBULWB 3Ty AEBYOHKY, Ymxuk. Tak 4yto, 6paT, nomorn mHe. Hy, nusHu ee
pyKy. inn nocmMoTpun Ha Hee xanobHo. YK 4TO-4TO, a 3TO Thl, APYXMULLE, YyMeeLlb.

UmKnK B3OOXHYIN U, CBEPHYBLUUCH KanavmMkoMm, ynercsa y nopora. Ho Banbka Tak u
He npuwra. OHa He npuwna n Ha cnegylwun aeHs. B rmybuHe aywm s 6bin
pasgocafoBaH. B KOHUEe KOHLOB, OHa e Bntobunacbk B MEHS 1 Jaxe BO30OMHUMIA cebs
moen HeBecTon. OgHako e Banbka ctana ans MeHs He eAUHCTBEHHOW Aocaaon. B
3TOT Beyep He npuwna un Jluga. U 9 yxxe He Ha wyTKy pasBonHoBarncsa. CTOMKHYBLUMCH
Ha nopore goma ¢ 3anbixaswmnmca MuLKon, 1 1 BOBCe uUcnyrarscs.

— Hy ke, — a BTawmn ero 3a BOpoT Nuaxaka B 4OM. — Tonbko 6e3
npeaucrioBUmn, YTO CIy4Mnoch?

— 3abonena, — BblgoxHyn Muwka. U yxxe 6onee cnokonHo gobasun: — Ho Thl,
[aHbka, He BonHyncs. NMpocTo neperpenack Ha corHue. 3Haellb 3TUX CTOSTIUYHbIX
wry4ek. OHKM 1 conHua-To y cebs 3a Hebockpebamm He BUOAT. BOT 1, BAOXHYB rMOTOK
CBeXero Bo3ayxa, nagarT novtn saamepTtBo. M rae Takoe BugaHo, 4tobbl noan 6onenu
OT cosfiHua un Bo3gyxa?! YokHyTbCsl MOXHO. HeT yx... Takas >XM3Hb HE MO MHe.

Muwka ycencs pasBs3HO Ha AuBaH U, 3abpocmB HOTy 3a HOry, BbiTalum 13
numxkaka «Kamen» 1 30510TUCTYIO 3aXkuUrasnky Toum Xe dompmbl. HO He ycrnen npukypuThb.
£ MITHOBEHHO BbIXBaTWUI NAyKy CUrapeT U3 ero pyk.

— Muwka! Bot oTuy pacckaxy!

Muiika OT gyLum pacxoxoTarscs.

— Hy, Janbka! Tel meHsa coBcem ymopun! CnoBHO 13 kameHHoro Beka! [la s yxe
rog kak kypto! [laxxe ecnu Obl He Kypur, TO HENPEMEHHO C CErofHsLHEro aHg 6ol
Havan. Pa3Be OT Takoro wuka oTkasbiBatoTcs! A Beab Tonbko «lpumy» 1 npobosarn.

A BHMMaTenebHO nocmoTpest Ha Muwiky. Ero ywmn Topyanu B pasHble CTOPOHHI,
cTapbI NngXXakK ¢ OTLOBCKOro nneva 6onrancs Ha Xy4AeHbKMX nnedvax, rnasa no-geTcku
6nectenu npu Buae HoBow UrpyLwkun. «Kamen» Muuike Obin Tak e K nuuy, Kak
MeaBeO CMOKMHT.

£ yctano onycTtuncs Ha guBaH psiaoM C NapHEM.

— M-ga... A MHe Bce KaxeTcs, Tbl pebeHok. CoBCEM HE 3ameydald BPEMEHM.
3Haewwb, MuyLwika, OHO A4Sl MEHS CINOBHO 3acThiBaEeT 34€eCb, Ha npupoae. CrnoBHO
HUYEro He B3POCIEET, HE CTapeeT, He ymupaeT. Tonbko poxgaeTcs. A Beab 3TO
Aarneko He Tak.

— M-ga-a-a, — BTOpSI MHe, rny6oKoMbICIIEHHO NPOTAHYN Muwka. — Tl coBCEM
ognyan, JaHbka. Coscem. U, He B 06mnay Tebe ckaszaHo, noctapen. XoTb U Ha Npupoae.

MuLuka MacTepCKn YNPKHYN BrecTawen 3axurankon na danbLwmnBoro 3omnoTa.

— ApTucTbl nogapunm? — nokasan s Ha «Kameny.
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— ¥Yry. OHn, KTO Xe ewe. Y HAX TaM BCe 3HAMEHUTOCTU Takne KypaT. A npo
CMWYKM OHM BOOOLLE yXe AyMaTb 3abbinun. [1a, Mbl ¢ TOGON — TEMHOTA, KAMEHHbIV BEK.
CuraperTbl, KCTaTu, TBOS... 3Ta... apTUCTKa npesa... Npe3eHToBana — 3a YCneLuHyto
paboTy. A 3axuranky ee Apy>okK. YX, Kak 1 o6pafoBarncs, MHe B XXU3HW Takux No4apKoB
He genanu. [laxe Ha aeHb poxaeHnda. Cambii 4OpPOron nogapok 6611 — NEePOUNHHbIN
HOXMK OT oTua. [la pa3Be CpaBHUTb C TaKOW 3axkurankomn!

— A rge Tbl X BCTpeTUn? — Hanpasus s pasroBop MuLLIKK B HY>KHO€E pycho.

— [1a B HOMep K TBOEWN apTUCTKe 3axoaun, oTel, Benesi 3aHeCTu en nekapcTaa.
OHa nexuT Ha KpoBaTu C MOKPLIM MOMoTeHUEeM Ha nby. A 3TOT KpacaB4uK CUOUT y ee
HOT, KaK BEPHbIN nec.

BHyTpn y MeHsa Bce nepeBepHynock. A cxan Kynaku. Y noyemy-To cnpocun:

— UenytoTca?

— Yero? — He noHan Muwwika.

— Hy, Tbl ke cam rosopun. OHM Korga-To uenoBanuchb.

— A? Ax ga! — Muwka cTykHyn cebsa no nby. — Coscem 3abbin. MNoyemy-To
Korga Bpellb, Bcerga 3abbiBaellb.

— 3ayeMm Tbl MHe Bpan, Muwka? — A He pa3o3nuicsa Ha Hero, a TOSbKO
obneryeHHoO B3JOXHYI.

— [a 5 6 H¥ B XM3Hb! — MuLuKka CTykHYn cebs Kynakom B rpyab. — 3TO OHa
MHe Benena Tebe ckasatb... Hy, 4To Lenosanacs.

A yxxe Huyero He noHMman. Mos ronosa wwna Kpyrom. Noyemy-To yxacHo
3axoTeniocb cnaTb.

— A eR-TO 3a4eM 3TO ObIfIO HYXXHO?

— Tbl, [laHbka, kak pebeHoK. Hu4yero He noHMMaeLlb B XXN3HW. Beab TONbKO Tak,
C nomoLbto ee 6e360XXHOro BpaHbs, Thl M NOMNAsNCs Ha yO0uKY.

— Bce BpaHbe, Kpyrom ogHo BpaHbe. — A ycTano nposesi nagoHbo rno
BcnoTtesweMy nby. — Npe3eHTbl Tbl OT HEE NOSy4nn 3a 3T07?

— W 3a 310 TOXKE. [1a Tbl HE oT4auBancs, daHbka. JTtobon 6bl TONbKO MeyTan
nonactbcs Ha ee yaouky. C noMoLLb0 BpaHbs UMM HET — Kakasi pasHuua.

— HasepHoe, Hukakon. [Ina HUX Tam BoobLle He CyLLeCcTBYeT pasHULbl Mexay
npasgon un kpusgon. Bce ogHo. ApTUCTLI.

— Hy xe, aHbka, — MuLika BCTpEBOXEHO CMOTPEN Ha MOe paBHOAYLLHOE
MO, Ha MOW NOTYXLUME COHHbIEe rnasa. M gaxe BCTPAXHYN MeHs 3a nneyo. — Hy xe,
HaHbka. Yero Tb1? Bce e HopmanbHo. Hy... Hy, xo4yelb, xoyellb, S 1 el YTO-HUOYOb
Ckaxy, B oTMecTKy. K npumepy, Kak Tbl LenoBancs ¢ Banbkon, xovelwwb? N npe3eHT MHe
HUKaKOW OT TeOS He HYXXEH, Tbl XX& MOW Apyr. ATO OT TeX OpaTb MOXHO, 4SS HUX 3TO
HOpMaribHO.

— He xou4y, Muwka, — a notpenan ero no weke. — A Tbl uan, Muwka, nan. 1
Banbky He BnyTbiBan. OHa xopoLluas geBYOHKa.

— Xopowlas... TONbKO XOPOoLUNX NOYEMY-TO HE TaK CUNbHO N6AT. A 3TON, TBOEN
apTUCTKe, Yero-Hnbyap nepenatb?

— [ycTb BbI3OOPaBNNBaET.

A Bbiwen nposoanTb MuLKy 3a nopor. Muwika onpoknHyn ronosy K HeBy.
Taxenoble Ty4n nosucnu Hag necom. OcobeHHO OCTPO HYyBCTBOBANMCh 3anaxm CMOsbl U
B6eccmepTHUKa. MTHLbI HA3KO NeTanu Hag COCHaMu, 3aaeBas UX KPblfibAMU.

— CKOpoO goxauHa 3apaguT, Ha Hedento, — yeMexHyrncs Muwika, Buammo,
BcnomMHuB CamcoHOB AeHb. — He npugetcs um 6onblue ymmupaTtb OT conHua. Hy passe
YTO OT N0TKa CBEXEero Bo3ayxa.

MuLuka HEBPEXHO YMPUKHYIT 30510TON 3aXKMUrankon. ApKNin oroHb BCMbIXHYN Y
Hero B pykax.
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— KpacuBo, — nodyemy-To nevanbHO B34oxHyN Muwka. — W pyku He obxuraer.
OT cnnyek Tak He bbIBaeT.

— OroHb OH 1 ecTb OroHb. MoxeT corpeTb, a MoxeT obxeudb. Hy, 6biBan,
apyxuiue.

Muwuika, NnpynogHaB BOPOT NuaKaka, ObICTPbIM LLAromM HanpaBumcs Npoyb OT
Moero goma. #A nowen 3akpbiBaTb CTaBHU. [LoXab XIbIHYST paHbLle BpeMeHu. H yxe
cobupancs 6exatb 4OMOW, Kak 3aMeTurn, YTo B KyCTax Henogarneky oT MOero Joma 4to-
TO 6eneetT. Na3 Mou 6bIN 30PKUIA U HATPEHUPOBAHHbIN.

— BoT 4yepTarn ctonnyHble! Be4HO Mycop4aT, HET OT HUX nokos. CnoBHo y ceb4 B
ropoge, a He B Iecy.

A, ceapnueo Bopya cebe noa Hoc, pasrpebd pykamu KycTbl U 3aMeTun B rnybuHe
MX HAaCKBO3b MPOMOKLLYIO MOMHY Nadvky «Kamena», Heganeko Bananacb obnsinaHHas
rpsi3bio 6rectsawasa saxuranka...

Cnegytowmm yTpom, 3abpocuB Bce Aena, 4, Kak BepHbl nec, cugen y Hor Jlnapl.
BHoBb 3ameHss Oavka. Jinga urpana yxe He 6ecnoMoLLHOro pebeHka,
DOapaxTatouierocsa B Boge, a HecyacTHYH B0nbHYy0 AeBYOHKY. OHa To 1 Aeno wMbirana
HOCOM, 106 ee Obin NepeBsa3aH MOKPbIM MOSTIOTEHLEM.

— Y Bac Takoe COSiHLEe BpegHoe, — KanpusHo npobopmoTana oHa, nepes aTum
napy pas OXHyB 1 axHyB OT 60nn. — [laxke Ha rorax co MHOW HMYero nogo6HOro He
cnyyanocso.

— ConHuge, Jlingka, He 6biBaeT BpeaHbIM, — YyrblBOHYNCA S, rnagqa ee
3anyTaHHble BONoCbl. — TOoNbKO noau.

— Takue, kak A7 — obmxKeHHO Hagyna nyxnble ryobl Jlnaa.

— HerT, Tbl BEAb y MEHSA COMHLE.

A ornagenca. MHe ctano HeMHOXe4YKo rpycTHo. C camoro Havana s 3Han, 4to
310 HOMep MapunaHHbl KupnnnoBHbl. M cenyac, Bnepsble 3arnsHyB ctoga nocrie ee
CMepTU, 1 BOAPYr NO-HACTOALLEMY MOHSASM, KaKk MHE HEe XBaTaeT MOEN KOCTIOMEPLLIN,
HaLIMX NPOrynok y o3epa, Hawunx gonrux 6ecen y 3atyxatoLiero KocTpa, Hallen cupeHmn
C NATbIO nenectkamu. MNoxanyn, HUKTO MEHS B XXU3HU Tak He NoHMMan, kak MapmaHHa
KupunnosHa. M a1 3Han, 4To 3TO NOHMMaHue 6biNo B3aUMHbIM.

Jlnpa, 3ameTuB, YTO A NOrPy3nrcs B MbICIU, TYT e NPUHSNAacb BHOBb KanpusHo
0oXaTb M axaTb, XalnysaCb Ha CBOE HeJOMOraHue, U30 BCEX CUI CTapasiCb NPUBIEYb K
cebe BHMMaHue. BoobLe-1o oHa Bbina nNiioxom akTpnucon. XoTs, BO3MOXHO, S Maro 4To
CMbICITUN B aKTEPCKOW Urpe.

— A Tbl rae-HUBYOb yXXe cHMManachb, Jingka? — 3a4eM-TO CNpoCun 'y Hee.

Ee rmasa pactepsiHHO 3aberanv no moemy nuuy. Ho TyT e pelumTenbHo
OCTaHOBWUIIUCb FAe-TO Y NEPEHOCULIbI.

— KoHeuHo, cHnmanacbk! — OHa Bbi3blBaloLe BCTPSAXHYNA rofioBou, 3abbiB, YTO
Ta y Hee 6onuT. — A Tbl Ayman, s nnoxas aktpuca?

MmeHHOo Tak g n gyman. En cHumaTbCcs npoTuBonokasaHo. Noxanymn, HacToswme
CbEMKM y HEE HaYanucb TOmbKo 34ecb, B CocHoBKe. ['Ae nrpana oHa UCKMYUTENBHO
AnNs MEeH4.

B aBepb noctyyanun. Monogas ropHudHas, Mosi ctapas 3Hakomas [fanka,
npuHecna Ham 4yato. o JinguHomy npukasy. MImeHHO npukasy. He meHbLUe.

— O®y! — bipkHyna Jinga, npurybus yan. — CoBcem octbiBLMI! A e npocuna
— ropauumin! CoBcem Hu4Yero genatb He ymetoT!

Jlnpa Bena cebsi No MeHbLUEN Mepe, kak JTioboBb Oprosa, CNOBHO B 3anace y
Hee Oblnn OEeCATKN 3HAMEHUTBIX poNier. XoTd Nogo3peBato, YTO BENMKAs akTpuca Tak
He nocTynuna Obl HM 3a YTO B XXM3HMW.
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"OpHUYHaA NokpacHena u, 3amkascb, ctasna onpaBabiBaTbCA Nepes 3Ton
pasbanoBaHHON aesuuen. Ho a Tyt xe ee npepsan.

— He cnywanTte ee, Mynasi, — ¢ HeCKpblBAaeMbIM HacnaxxgeHnem s oTnun
rMOTOK Yas, 3akaTbiBasd OT YAOBOSIbCTBUSA rMasa. — 3ameyaTersibHbIn Yan. Huyero
nogo6HOro He Nun, XOTA Bbl NPEKPACHO 3HaeTe, YTO B YEM-YEM, a B YasaX A
pasbupatocbk. Bbl gaxe gobasunv BETOYKM CMOPOANHBI, NOgYyMaTb TOSbKO!

"anka pacnnbinack B 4OBONLHON YnblbKe, HO BCe eLle onacnueo nornsaeisana
Ha Jlngy.

— 3HaeTe, — obpaTuncsa A K Nanke, 4ToObl 4O KOHLA ee YCNoKoUTb, — a Bedb
Tak He xBaTtaeT MapuaHHbl KupunnosHbl. EgBa nepecTtynve nopor aToro Homepa, s
cpasy NoHsn, Kak ee He xBaTaeT. [1o-HacToswemy.

"opHU4YHag 6bina ceugeTenem Hawemn apyxbbl ¢ KOCTIOMEpPLLEN Y MOHMMAatoLLE
B300OXHyna.

— Mol Bce ee 3aecb ntobunn. OHa OoT Bcex oTnuyanacb. Takas Bexnuaas,
Munas, noHMMarwasa. — 370 ObIn kKamellek B oropof Jinapl.

— Tl MOXewb natn! Hy, Yero Bctana! — 3akpuyana Ha Hee Jlnga, BCKOYMB C
KpoBaTu.

£ cxBaTun ee 3a pyku U CUIOM ycaaun Ha MecTo.

— Kak 1ebe He cTbigHo! YTo ¢ To60o1! Thl 1 BNpsamb neperpenacs! — A
obepHyncs K ropHu4Hon. — M awn, Manka, Bce B nopsiake, naw.

W Bce e nocneaHee cnoBo [Manka pewunna octaBuTb 3a CO60M.

— 370 Xe Hafo, Takas bbina YyaecHasi 6abyLuka n Takasi okasanach
HeBocCnuTaHHas BHy4ka! focnogu, kak TeCeH MUp, — e4KO 3aMeTura oHa u TyT Xe
CMbINach.

Bouapunocb monyaHue. A B oueneHeHnn yctaBunca Ha Jingy.

— Y710 OHa ckazana?

— OTKkyaa MHe 3HaTb! — Jlnga MrHOBEHHO yCrnokourachk U BHOBb NpUHANA
B6onbHON BNA, NpuKknaabiBas K ronoBe BraXHoe nonoTeHue.

— OHa yT0... To ecTb... MapunaHHa KnpunnosHa — TBos 6abywka?! — 310 6bIn
HaCTOSALLMI LLIOK A5 MEHS.

— Hy n 4to TYT Takoro? Y Bcex ectb 6abku. A xxe He BUHOBATA, YTO MO4
okasarnacb UMeHHO MapuaHHoW.

A cupen, obxBaTune ronosy pykamu. OyepenHoe BpaHbe. [laxe Ans ogHoro
Mecsiua MHoroBaTo. A MeaneHHo noBepHyncs K Jlnge. HasepHoe, y MeHs Obin
yCcTpallarLwmi Bua, NoTOMy YTO OHa UCMyraHHO B34 pOrHyna.

— Ho noyemy Tbl MHe HU4Yero He ckasana? f xe He pa3 pacckasbiBan Tebe npo
MapwuaHHy KupunnosHry. lNoyemy? A He noHnmato. Tbl TONbKO 06BACHM — novemy?

— [a noTtomy!

Jlvpa BHOBbL BCKoumna, nonoTteHue ynano Ha non. M soobuye, no-moemy, oHa
BbIrnsigena coBCeM 340POBOMN.

— [MoTomy yTo npuwnock 6kl pacckasbiBaTb NPO Hee, Tebe e oHa Tak
HpaBunacb. TpaTuUTb BpeMSA Ha MyCTble BOCMOMUHAHNA U MPOYYLO Yenyxy... A a1 xoTena,
4YTOObI Thbl ObIN TONBKO MOKW. Tonbko Mon 1 Bce! — Jlnaa TonHyna B NoaTBEPXAEHNE
CBOWX CIIOB HOXKOW.

— CTpaHHo, a KocTiomMepLla roBopuna, 4To oHa coBceM ogHa. OaHa Ha BceMm
6enom ceeTe.

— 370 en 3axoTenochb 6bITb cOBCEM OAHON. [1puaymMbiBaTb CBOM
draHTaCTUYECKUN MUP U XKNTb B HEM. [[PE3UTL O KAKOM-TO BESTUKOM KMHO, KOTOPOE Mbl
sKoObl noTepsnu. A no-mMoemy, NoTepsana ToNbKo OHa. A nNUYHO Bce npunobpena. U
KMHO, N HacToAWwmMn Mnp. N MeHst OH BNOJSTHE yCTpanBaer.



28

— OHa 060 MHe roBopuna? — A He oTpbiBan ot Jlngpl B3rnsaa.

£ 3Han, YyyBCTBOBAas, NOHMMar, 4To roBopuna. Ho kaxayto cekyHay 6osancs, 4to
Jlnpa cosper.

— [la, — no4yemy-TO Ha 9TOT pa3 oHa He coBpana. — [loBopuna. bornee Toro,
yTBEpXAana, 4Yto Tbl Y Hee cambli 6NnM3Knin YenoBek Ha 3emrne. Y TBos 3eMns Toxe
camas 6nuskagd. lNoTomy 4TO Bbl HAcToALWME, @ Mbl, BUAUTE N, U3 Nanbe-maLle.
[MoaToMy Ansa Hac OHa U WbeT KOCTIoMbI. B obuwem, 6pea kakon-1o. Kak moxeT ctatb
cambIiM 61IM3KNUM Cry4arHbIN YENoBEK?

— 4 Xe — cnyYanHbIn YenoBek, HO Ans Tebs ctan cambiM 65IM3KUM.

— Tbl — gpyroe. Y Hac Befb noboBb...

— Kpowme nio6Bu ectb 1 gpyrue otHoweHunsa. MoxeTt, 6onee rnybokue. VIHoraa
nogu, 3Haa apyr apyra BCO XU3Hb, Tak U He HaxoasT obuwiero a3blka. A uHoraa...
OpHoro gHa goctaTto4vHo, YTobbl Apyr Apyra NoHATb. B obwem... 3Haelwb, MHe
kaxxeTcs, MapnaHHa KnpunnosHa 4encTBUTENBbHO Bbifla 0O4eHb OQMHOKA...

MHe Tak 1 He yaanocb 3aKOHYUTb 3TY rMyOOKYH MbICI b, MOTOMY YTO B KOMHATYy
BOpBarncs 341K C 0Xarnkown nonesbiX LLIBETOB. YBUAEB MEHS, OH 3aCTblf Ha Nopore, Kak
cTaTys, 1 ero rybbl CKpUBUIUCE B NPE3PUTENBHON YCMELLIKE.

— A... OxpaHHUKK 3eneHblx HacaxaeHuin! Hagetochb, Bbl MEHS HE apecTyeTe 3a
ywiep6, HaHeceHHbIM necam u nonsm. — OH NpoTAHYN UBeTbl Jlnae, n oHa yTkHyna B
HUX NNLO, XXagHO BAOXHYB NMPUTOPHbLIA apomMar.

— He apecTtyto, — pe3ko OTBETUI 9 U NOLHSAMCS.

— Ewe 6bl. Bce 310 HAapogHoe OoCTosiHME, @ He JOCTOsIHME OAHOro YenoBeka.

Jlnpga 3ameTHO oxumBuMnack ¢ npuxogom dauka. OHa vYyBcTBOBana cebsa pagom ¢
HUM B cBoen Tapernke. Ul 4 nogymarn, 4To oHM 300pOBO noaxogat apyr apyry. OHa emy
TaK e NpeyBenMYeHHO 1 TeaTparbHO NPUHANACh XanoBaTbCsa Ha CONTHEYHOE
HegomoraHue. Ml oH npornartbiBan ee crnoBa 6e3 octatka. Kak HM napagokcanbHO, HO
OHMW UCKPEHHE BEPWUIN B JTOXb, KOTOPOW eXXeAHEBHO KOPMUW ApYr Apyra 4o oTeana.
SOk gaxe ymyapurca naocHo npoaeknaMmmpoBaTh Kakom-TO HOBOMOAHBIA CTULLOK
6e3 putmMa 1 pudMbl, KOTOPLIN Bbly4nn HakaHyHe cneuumansHo ans Jingbl. N geByuwika
BOCTOPXXeHHO Bnarogapwvna ero. Ctuwok 6bin 6e3gapHbin, Jingka snonyxa cnywana
€ro, Tak HAYEro 1 He NOHSAB, HO NpaBua Urpbl AUKTOBaNM APYryto peakumo. A oHu
CTpOro crniegoBanu npasunam urpbl. MHe 3gecb genatb Heyero. S He apTUCT, Tak YTo
nocnewun oTKNaHATbCA. OAuK Aaxe He oBepHyrcsa B MO CTOPOHY, a Jlnga nocnana
HMYEro He 3Ha4YalLnn BO3OYLIHbIN NMoLenyu.

MHe >xe BOpyr 3axoTenock yBuaeTb Banbky, koTopas MeHs ctapaTesibHO
nsberana. Y, cobpasLUnCb C AyXOM, «BLOXHOBIEHHbIN» BCTpeYen ¢ JIngon, aTum xe
BeYEepoOM s HarpsiHyn B gom goktopa KHytosa. o gopore g noyemy-to cobpan uenyto
oxarky nonesbiX LBETOB. KHYTOB BCTPETUN MEHS AOBOSIbHO pafyLUHO, OH Obin
WHTENNIMIEHTOM 0 MO3ra KOCTEWN, XOTH 9 HE MOr HE YNTOBUTb B €r0 TOHE HEKOTOPOMU
oomuUmManbLHOCTH.

— Bbl 3HaeTe, [laHnnn, Baneykn HeT goma.

Bbin yxe rnybokun Beyep, 1 1 He NOBEPUN HU eanHoMy crnoBy KHyToBa. ['ae en
ewe 6bITb? Banbka HaBepHsKa NpATanacbh 3a ABEpPbMU coceHEN KOMHaTbIL. U g kak
MOXHO rpoMye ckasarn:

— Kak xanb, a 9 BOT e uBeTbl NpuHec. U eLle opexu, — NPOTAHYN S NakeT ¢
Hego3penbIMu, elle 3eneHbiMmn nnogamu. — OHa NbuT Takme. Hecnenble, camble
COYHble. CNOBHO B MOJOKE.

KHyTOB NOOg4YEPKHYTO BEXNNBO NPUHAN NOAAPKMU.

— A en obsazatenvHo nepegam. OHa 6yaet paga.

3a oBepbio cocegHen KOMHaTbI MOCKbILANMCh LLOPOXMU.
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— Bcero pobporo, JaHuun. — KHyTOB OTKpbIN ABEPU.

— AHgpein JleoHngoBmy. — A NpuKpbIN ABEPU U NOHMU3WI FOSI0C Ha ABa TOHA. —
He obuxantecb Ha MeHs.

— Bbl HU4ero He obewanu, OdaHuun. AGContoTHO HU4Yero. Bl Bcerga noctynanu
YeCTHO.

— W Bce xe... {1 BCce paBHO YyBCTBYIO 3@ COOOM BUHY.

— Bbl He MOXeTe BUHUTL ceb4 3a TO, YTO Bac NMOOUT MOS [0Yb. 3a YyXYH0
nboBb He cyasaT. A Bbl nontodbunun gpyroro Yenoseka. M 3a cBoto noboBb He cyaaT
TOXe.

— Bbl Bce noHnmaeTe. U Bce xe... Kak Banbka?

— A cnuwkomM gonro noXxus Ha ceeTe, YToObl HE MOHUMAaTb, YTO BCE NPOXOAUT.
M nepBon, BO3MOXHO, npoxoauT ntobosb. Ho Banga ewe cnvwkom monoaa, 4Ytobbl
NOHATL 3TO. [o3TOMY en Tskeno. M Bce Xe, 9 gymato, 310 K nydwemy. Jlydwe 6onbLie
3MOLMI, Tpareann, pasoyapoBaHuUi NEPEXnTb B MONOJOCTU. MOTOMY YTO OHM
nepexusatotcs. [lymaro, noToM MOen JoYepu XuTb CTaHET ropasgo nerde. TpyaHOCTU
3a4acTylo uayT Ha nonb3y. BeipabaTbiBatloT, Tak ckasaTb, MMMYHUTET. Mosi oYb
obsa3aTenbHO BbI3gopoBeeT. A noka... He nwute ¢ Hen BcTpedn. Bel noHMmaeTe?

— A noHumato.

MeHsa 0enCcTBUTENBHO My4dnna COBECTb NO OTHOLWEHMIO K Banbke. Ho a4 gyman o
Inge. N a gyman, 4to mos noboBb MOXeT Bce onpasaath. [loktop KHyToB 6bIS1 npas.
A He mor cyauTb cebs 3a nobosb. M 9 He BUHOBAT, 4TO He Bcerga oHa BblOMpaeT Tex,
KTO 9TOro 3acnyxusaeT. f Bce cnvcan Ha noboBb.

Mbl 6ornbLie He ccopunuck ¢ JIngon, ecnv BoobLle HaWK Menkne pasHornacus
MOX>XHO ObINTIO Ha3BaTb ccopamMn. S MHOroe B Her He npuHumarn. Ho He mor He
NOHMUMAaTb, YTO OHa AUTSA ropoda, B KOTOPOM XMBYT No ApyromMy yctaBy. OTKNOHeHME OT
Hero rpo3vT OAUHOYECTBOM. YTO M CryumMnocb ¢ Moen KocTioMepLuen. 3toro 4 Jinge He
xenan.

B nocnegHue gHn Hawa noboBb Nnpuobpena bonee apkue n bonee
cymaculeglune Kpacku, nepegaroLlime abixaHme Kaxaoro Mura, yrnasnusarowime
YyBCTBEHHOCTb KaXXgoro asmxeHusi. Ecnm 6ol g 66111 TeopeTnkom nobsu, s Obl Ha3Ban
€€ MMNPECCUOHN3MOM.

OpHaxabl 1 gaxke npueen Jingy Ha mornny MapuaHHbl KupmnnoBHbl, ee
6abywkun. N gonro gokasbiBari, YTO OHa NOXOPOHEHA MMEHHO 34ecb. Ha aTom
npuropke, rae Mbl Korga-To ¢ Hen NogoMry CTosnun, Habnaas 3a yxoasalmm 3a
rOPU3OHT cosiHUeM. ['Ae g nocaamn B YeCTb KOCTIOMEPLUN ManeHbKUA KyCT CUPEHMN.
KoTophbin 064a3aTtenbHO pacuseTeT apkumn ueetamun. Ho Jluaa Hukak He morna ynoButb
N NPUHATL MO0 Mbicnb. OHa onpoBeprana Bce Mou 40BOAbI, TOnana oT HerogoBaHUs
HOramMm 1 KpyTuna nanbuem y BUCKa.

— Hy xe, [aHbka, g Tebe Tbicsauy pa3 obbsacHsnal — kpacHena oHa oT
Bo3MyLLeHUs. N cTaHoBUach elle npekpacHen. — Tbl CrioBHO riyxon! A cama,
NoHMMaeLlb, cama, NMM4YHO Bbifia Ha NoxopoHax 6adyLUKN.

Jlnpa 6una cebs Kynaykom B rpyab.

— 4 paxke NOMHI0, B YEM €€ XOPOHMUa — B YEPHOM AJSIMHHOM MNNiaTbe C
6onblimm BopoToM. Korga-to 6abyluka MHe ero cama clumna B pacyeTe, YTo s nony4y
ponb MOSO4OW BAOBbLI B OAHOM (huribMe. HeT, Tbl He Ayman, 9 ee nonyyuna...

A cnerka 3axan pot Jluabl nagoHblo.

— 4 He 06 aTOM, AeBoyka. Hy, kak... Kak Tbl He NoOHMMaellb, YTO YenoBEK
NOXOPOHEH He TaM, rae ero 3akanbiBatoT. A Tam, rae NocensieTcsa ero aywa, ero
cepaue, rae OH ocTaBuIl CBOM MbICIIU U JTydLlLIMEe BOCNOMUHAHUA.
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JInpa BbipBanachb N3 MOUX LIENKNX PYK.

— YenoBek NOXOPOHEH TaM, rAe ero NOXOPOHWUIU, rae CTOUT NaMATHUK Ha
MOrune n Kyaa MoryT NpuxoguTb ero poaHble, 4Tobbl Nonoxnte Oyket uBetos! —
3nunacb oHa. — Hy, kak e Tbl He NoHMMaeLwb! M KTo Tbl, 4TOObI pellaTb, rae AoMKHa
cenutbed aywa! N Tem 6onee — cepaue!

— [1a, 9 HUKTO, YBbl, — 4 pa3Besi pykamu, NpusHaB cedsi MOPaKeHHbIM.

— ®y-y-y, — oTablwanack Jinga, CNnoBHO Ha puHre. — [lypayok Tbl MOW, KakK Bbl
C HeW Bce-Taku Noxoxun. Mupy He HyXXHbl ngeanucTbl, OHX eMy JaXe MeLlatoT.

— N tebe TOXE?

Jinga obBuna wek MoK pykamu 1 ferko NpuKocHynach ryéamm kK Mmonm rybam.

— TonbKo He MHe, TONbKO HE MHE, TONbKO HE MHE...

"onoBa mMos 3akpyxunacsk. A n3o Bceun cunsl 06HAN Jlngy, n ee Teno obmsakNo B
MOUX 06BATUAX. A NOKOCUNCS Ha NPUrOPOK, 3apOCLUMIA OQyBaHYMKaMu, Ha
MONOAEHBKUIN KYCTUK CUPEHN C COYHBIMU 3eMEHbIMU INCTOYKaMU, Ha OTHEHHbIN Lwap,
ynnbiBaoLWKUIM 3a ropnsoHT. V1 nogMmUrHyn NpocTo TakK, HEM3BECTHO KOMY.

— 4 3Har, MapuaHHa KupunnosHa, Bbl 30ecb, — erie CrblWHO npollenTan .

— Y70, 4YTO ThI CKa3an, NOBTOpW, NOOGUMBINA, MOBTOPU, — ropsyo npoLlentana
Jinga B otBET. — lNOBTOPYK, YTO MEHS NOOULLB... YTO Nobub... JTlobuLb...

N 5 noBTOpPSN 1 NOBTOPSAN CHOBA, YTO N06s0. I BETOYKM CUPEHUN KOMbIXanuch
Ha nerkom BeTpy. M Mmos KocTiomepLua ynblbanacb MHE yrbIOKOWN yXOOsALWEero ConHua.
OHa 6binia coBceM psgoMm...

MocneaHwe gHW Hawen NodBu ¢ JIngon He NPOCTO BLICTPO NPOLNIN, AaXKe He
NPOMENbKHYNN 1 He NpomMyanucb. OHM NPOCTO CAUMUCL B OOVH AEHb, OOHO MIHOBEHUE
SIPKOr0O M CUITbHOrO YyBCTBA. He 3Hato, HacKonbKo Noxoxa y ngen nobosb, HO
npoLlaHne HaBepHSKa y BCeX 04MHaAKOBO. [pycTb, cnesbl U 0bLume BOCNOMUHAHUS.
[MoToM rpycTb NPOXOAUT, Cresbl BbICbIXaloT, @ BOCNOMUHAHUSA CTUpatoTCcs. A, BUANUMO,
He eANHCTBEHHbIN, KTO TaK ropsivo xenar, 4Tobbl y Hac Bce Obifo No-gpyromy.
JTtoboBb, HEe NOXOXasa HWU Ha Kakyto apyryto. U pacctaBaHne. MHe Tak XOTenoch, YToobI
nocre Hawlen pasnyku nerkas rpycTb octanacb HaBcera, cnesbl 4O KoHLUa He
BbICOX/IN, @ NO HOYaM MYYUN BOCMOMUHAHUS. BO3MOXHO, 51 6bin1 0O4EHb HAUBEH.

Mol BcTpeTunuck ¢ Jlngon Bedepom HakaHyHe ee OTbes[a BO3rie Hallero
3acoxwero gyba. I noyemy-To SONro He 3Hann, 0 YemM pasroBapmBaTh, CITOBHO yXe
HaroBOpPUINCb 3a MECSIL, Ui NPOCTO CIIMLLKOM Maro OCTanocb BpeMeHu ans dgpas.
JTrobble cnoBa, NPOM3HECEHHbIE BCYX, Ka3anucb He rmaBHbIMU. A rnMaBHble, HAaBEPHOE,
ewe He 6binu npuaymaHbl. M mbl Monyanu. X monya BcrnywmnBanucb B MEPTBYHO, NOYTU
nyraroLyto TUWKHY. A 4aBHO HE MOMHUM Takoro 6e3seTpus. HM 0auH NUCTUK He
LLENOXHYINCSA Ha aepeBbsax. [loyemy-To He nenu nTuubl. 1 Ha Hebe HKM ogHoro obnadyka.
TonbKo KpacHbl€ NONOChI, CITOBHO KTO-TO HEBPEXHO NpoBEN No HEDY KUCTbIO.

Mbl cTOANM Yy MEPTBOrO AepeBa 1 NpuayMbiBanu rnaeHble crioea. M Ha ym
NPUXOANNN O4HW WTaMNbI: NpoLan Haescerga, s dyay NnoMHUTbL TeBS BCHO XXM3Hb, Thbl
rnaBHasi NoboBb MOEN XU3HU 1 BCE B TOM Xe ayxe. U a yxe 6b1n1o nonbiTancsa ogHy ua
3TUX ppas BblgaBUTb, Kak Jlnga onepeanna MeHs:

— Hy uro, [aHbka... Npowamn, B obwem, Hascerga. Ho s 6yay noMmHuTh TEbA
BCHO XM3Hb. [MOTOMY 4TO Tbl rnaBHas NOOOBb MOEN XM3HMW...

W wTtamnbl B 0gUH MU NPEBPATUITUCL B HEXHbIE CINOBA, KOTOPbIE, OKa3blBaeTCs,
s Tak xgan. W koTopble Tak NpuaTHO 6bino ycnbiwaTb. A Kpenko obHan Jingy.

— JInga, JIngok, Hy ckaxu, Tbl MOXeLUb BCe BpocuTb pagm MeHs. Hy, xoTa 6bl
nonbiTatecs. Kak y Hac roBopsT: 6bin 6bl xneb ga Myx, U K Niecy NpMBbIKHELLb.
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— MHe He Bce HpaBuTCs, 4YTO y Bac roBopsT. K Tomy xe, MHe xneba n myxa
Mano. Bnpoyem, npuBbIKHYTb MOXHO KO BCEMY, ecniv ecTb xneb. [Jaxe kK ropoay.

— Hy BoT Tbl 1 nonbiTanca! Bece 6pock pagn meHs! U ropog B Tom uncne! Yto
3TO 3a poAnHa, K KOTOPOM HYXXHO eLLe NpuBbIkaTb! — A CNOTKHYNCA Ha Crnose m
onyctun B3rnsa. — Jlvaa, Hy nonbitancs. Hy xoTs Obl B MeyTax.

A npekpacHo 3Han OTBET — OHa He Morna. ATo ObINO CNULIKOM
HenpasaonogobHo. M cnmwkom knHemartorpaduyHo. A He HacTamBan. U Bpsig nu gaxe
MOT NpeacTaBUTb, YTO MOXET Npon3onTn, ecnu 6bl BApyr JInga octanack 3geck. OHa,
KOHEYHO, He npeBpaTtunack 6bl B Banbky. Ho HaBepHsika npeBpaTuna Obl HaLly XWU3Hb
B aa. Kak koraa-to roeopuna MapuaHHa, Kaxkabl XXUBET TaM, rae XuTb NpuBbIkaeT. U s
Obl fo6aBun: rae eMy yrotoBaHo XuTb. Jluaa HUKorga He NpuBbLIKHET, 1 TeM Bonee en
He YroToBaHO 34eCb OCTaTbCH.

OHa npoBena xonogHom fagoHblo NO MOEW 3apoCLUEN LLEKE.

— A Tbl pagu MeHs1 MOXeLb Bce bpocntb? He oTBevan, 4 3Hato oteeT. U pgaxe
He Mory NpeacTaBuTb, YTO CNYYUTCS, eCnn Thbl yeaellb O MHOW. KOHEYHO, Tbl He
npespatunica 6ol B 3gmka. Ho HaBepHsika npeBpaTtun 6bl HaLy XM3Hb B KOLLIMap,
TOCKYsi O CBOEM AoMe. Tak YTO Mbl HE MOXXEM BABOEM HU yexaTb, HN OCTaTbCS.

— Kak mano, okasblBaeTcsi, Mbl MOXeM paau apyr apyra.

— Ho y Hac 6bin1 uenbin mecsy,. A 3To yke He marno. U TonNbko NOTOM Mbl
nonmMmem — GbINO N BCe 3TO HacTosiee. M cTosuliee. XOTS Tak XO4eTcs 3HaTb TEMNEpb.

Jlnpa 3anpokuHyna rornoBy BBEPX, BHUMATENbHO BrIsAbIBAsiCh B 3acoXLuune,
KopsiBble BeTBM ayba. M BOpyr rpOMKO BCKPUKHY”Na.

— [aHbka! — OHna o 6onu Buenunack B MO pyKy. — [laHbka, 3TOro He MOXeT
ObITb! CmoTpU! 3TOrO HBITH HE MOXKET!

A pacTepsiHHO MoTarsn rosioBon, He NoOHMMas.

— Hy, BoH xe! Kakou Tbl cnenou! Jlnctouku! Hy, nocmoTtpu! Takne apkue!
CoBceM monogeHbkme! Kak 3eneHble oroHbku!

— Hwuyero He BuUXy. — A cTapaTenbHo Wwypuncs.

— Hy kakow xe Tbl cnenon! CnenbiM Henb3s paboTaTb NecHnkamu! A Hanuwy
Ha Tebs xanoby! — Bo36yxaeHHOo kpnyana Jinga. OHa cxBaTuna MO pyKy U nogHsana
ee BBepX, N0 HanpaBfieHMIO K BETKE, rae Bblpocna 3eneHb. — H